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YES IN OUR
BACKYARD!

In the past year, Construct has seen the southern
Berkshires take leaps of faith from “Not in My Backyard”
to proclaiming “Yes in OUR Backyard!”

NIMBY (Not in My Backyard) is the acronym that describes
the sense that while affordable housing is needed, many
don’t want it in their community. Many reasons for this are
based on negative misperceptions of what happens when
affordable housing occurs in a neighborhood.

Great Barrington and New Marlborough residents have
seized the moment and supported the Windflower Inn and
Cassillis Farm being converted to workforce affordable
housing. In both cases, opportunities arose that required a
quick response. While Construct is nimble enough for that,

we don't have deep pockets.

AT TOWN MEETINGS, THESE
COMMUNITIES SAID YES IN
OUR BACKYARD:

® Becket, Great Barrington, Lenox, and
Stockbridge Community Preservation
Committees recommended advancing
key affordable housing initiatives.

Egremont established an Affordable
Housing Trust.

Great Barrington and Stockbridge
increased inclusionary zoning.

WE SAY THANK YOU!

Cassilis Farm, a Gilded Age estate in New Marlborough, was

purchased at auction with over 90% of the acquisition funds
raised by residents. Residents have continued active
participation through the special permitting process, and
over 60 neighbors toured the estate and voiced support in
May. Offering guidance and narrating Cassillis’s storied past,
neighbors enthusiastically said, “Yes in OUR Backyard!”

BANDING TOGETHER, WE CAN
OVERCOME THE HOUSING CRISIS WHILE
ENHANCING ONE ANOTHER'’S LIVES.

Promoting affordable workforce housing is also a concerted
effort at The Windflower, with backyards abutting Egremont,
Great Barrington, and Sheffield. Greylock Federal Credit Union
provided favorable financing, the Town of Great Barrington
provided ARPA funds, and private donations flowed from
across Berkshire County. Because Windflower was funded
privately, Construct accepted its first occupants within a month
of closing on December 1st, 2022, and was able to safeguard

the homes of the two existing cottage residents.

Banding together, we can overcome the housing crisis while
enhancing one another's lives. That's what it means to be good
neighbors. That's what “Yes in OUR Backyard” means. Thank
you in advance for continuing to take these leaps of faith.



RENTERS’ CORNER

Since July 2022, Construct has contributed over
$125,000 to provide community members with

rental assistance.

Forest Springs, Great Barrington

Construct’s permanent housing locations have
provided safe and affordable shelter for hundreds
of people, but the waitlist is long and slow-moving.
There are currently 462 households waiting, and
the list grows by the day. Creating new permanent
affordable housing will always be at the heart of
Construct’s mission, however the need for stabilizing
services such as rental assistance, are becoming
increasingly necessary in order for households to
retain their housing. Currently, 46% of all renters in
Great Barrington (where Construct offices are located)
are considered cost burdened, meaning they are
exceeding the 30% annual income spending cap

recommended by most financial institutions.

“Stnce July of 2022, Construct
has contributed over $125,000
in rental assistance.”

The goal of our Rental Assistance Program is not
simply to cover a month'’s rent, but to help families
work towards sustainability and long term housing
security. Due to the lack of housing in the area, this is
essential. If rental payments are missed and a family
loses their housing, it is nearly impossible to find
housing elsewhere.

SUMMER 2023

Know Your Rights

If you are facing eviction, you do not have to move out
just because your landlord told you to, sent you a notice
to quit, or sent you a Summary Process Summons and
Complaint. You only have to move out if the court
orders you to move out.

If your landlord wants you to move out,
they must:
e Send you a letter called a Notice to Quit
telling you they want you to leave.
e Go to court.
e Win the eviction case.
e Get a court order from the judge.

If served with court papers called the

Summons and Complaint:

* Read the papers carefully.

® File an answer three business days before your
first court event.

¢ Go to court, or else you will automatically lose
your case.

The Summons and Complaint will tell you:
® The name and address of the court that is
hearing your case.
¢ The date and time of your first court hearing
* Whether the court hearing is in-person or over Zoom.

If you have bad conditions in your home:

* |tis important to document them and alert
the landlord.

e If the landlord knows about these conditions,
you can prevent your eviction if you face a
nonpayment or no-fault eviction.

* Atenant'’s duty to pay rent is based on the
landlord’s duty to keep the apartment in
good condition.

* In Massachusetts, renters can use the state
Sanitary Code to defend against eviction.

Questions about renter’s rights?
Email Kate at kcoulehan@constructberkshire.org

Next newsletter: “Your Rights as a Landlord”

CONSTRUCTBERKSHIRES.ORG



TEST YOUR
KNOWLEDGE

In the Berkshires, nearly 1 out of 2 renters and 1 out
of 3 homeowners cannot afford their current housing
costs - leaving them at risk of eviction or foreclosure.
Many households forego other basic needs to

stay housed.

What is Affordable Housing?

Housing is considered “affordable” when associated
costs are 30% or less of a household’s income.
"Affordable Housing” is usually deed-restricted and
reserved for income-eligible households. It is regulated
and monitored to ensure compliance.

How is Eligibility Determined?

The Department of Housing and Urban Development
(HUD) determines the area median income (AMI). This
data is used to assess who is eligible for deed-restricted
housing. Typically, households must earn 80% AMI or less.
In most towns in the southern Berkshires, the 80% AMI for
one person is $55,800; a 4-person household is $79,700.

Pinewoods, Stockbridge

What is Workforce Housing?

Workforce Housing is defined as housing affordable to
households earning between 80% and 120% of AMI. It
targets middle-income workers, including police officers,
firefighters, teachers, and healthcare workers.

What is Section 8?

Section 8 is a federally-funded program that awards
housing vouchers to very low-income families, the elderly,
and people with disabilities to subsidize monthly housing
costs. Tenants receiving a voucher generally pay 30-40%
of their income towards housing, and a housing authority

or other subsidizing agency covers the balance.

SUPPORTER
SPOTLIGHT

If your child ever played
Great Barrington Little
League or was involved in
Housy Hoops basketball,
chances are Sam Handel
was the coach. A father
to two, our newest Board
Member is an award-
winning filmmaker and

photographer whose work
has graced the screens and pages of many film festivals
and print publications across the globe. Sharing parenting
duties with his wife, actress Lauren Ambrose (Six Feet
Under), Sam’s love for family and community permeates
everything he does. A resident of Berkshire County for
over 20 years, we caught up with Sam to ask him a couple
of questions.

Why did you join Construct?

I want to help address the area’s need for more affordable
housing. Over the years, |'ve watched friends and
businesses struggle to find staff, and | have seen the erosion
of the idea that a person should be able to live in the
community where they work. That is not a condition where a

community can be healthy, functional, and resilient.

As a new Board Member, what do you want
to accomplish?

Construct is doing so much good work in the community.
Even though my family has been involved in many
fundraising campaigns over the years, | was unaware of the
scope of services Construct provides in our community. |

want to be a good ambassador and help raise awareness.

SUMMER 2023
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THANK YOU FOR BRINGING
HOPE TO SO MANY THIS YEAR!

*Acknowledges donors who have given to Construct during fiscal year 2023 (July 1, 2022 - June 30, 2023)

PHILANTHROPIST
CIRCLE
$25,000 OR MORE

Sheila Baird

Berkshire Taconic Community Foundation
Greylock Federal Credit Union

Jane Iredale & Robert Montgomery
The Jane & Jack Fitzpatrick Trust
Laura & Eric Jordahl

Josephine & Louise Crane Foundation
Greg & Anupama Poole

Will Regan

Deborah & William Ryan

Richard & Pam Stebbins

VISIONARY
$10,000 TO $24,999

Carol Davis & Joel Marcus

Dr Robert C & Tina Sohn Foundation
Gilson Family Foundation

Eliza Hewat & Susan Weinberg
Anne Hutchinson & Eugene Kalish
Jewish Communal Fund

Barbara & Roger Manring

Robin & Elizabeth McGraw

Albert Edward Moulin

Emily Rechnitz & John Paladino
Anne Schnesel

The October Mountain Foundation
Mark & Tania Walker

Munirih & Krishna Yeshwant

CHAMPION
$5,000 TO $9,999

Richard & Laura Allen
Lauren Ambrose & Sam Handel
William & Hinda Bodinger
Robert Bogomolny & Janice Toran
Tony Chojnowski & Joe Goodwin
Linda Greenhouse
Jewish Community Foundation
of Greater Metrowest NJ
Jewish Women's Foundation
of the Berkshires
Chris & Tracy Johnson
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Lee Bank Foundation

Alan & Judith Marash
Raymond James Charitable
Richard & Alyson Slutzky
Theory Wellness

BENEFACTOR
$2,500 TO $4,999

Guido’s Fresh Marketplace

John Halbreich

Hevreh Of South Berkshire

John Horan & Diane Singer

Jess Cooney Interiors

John & Nina Lipkowitz

Lisa Messinger

Robert & Mary Ann Norris
James & Anne Pinkston

Gene & Elizabeth Rosenberg
Mark Rosengren & Caren Mercer
Susan Rothschild & Don Freedman
Elaine & Ben Silberstein

Brent White

LEADER
$1000 TO $2,499

Alison & Dale Abrams

Janet & Bruce Adler

Michael Alper & Bruce Moore
Arnold Angerman & Shira Nichaman
Aquatic Design

Autobahn Service

Christine Baldridge

Barrington Brewery/Crissey Farm
Berkshire Property Agents LLC
Blackwell's Pools and Spas
Jeffery & Julie Blake

Ben Boyd & Dennis Adamson
Brian O'Rourke Carpentry Inc.
Don & Maggie Buchwald

Peter Cherneff & Hester Velmans
Christ Church Episcopal & Trinity Lutheran
Rev Edward Cobden

Edith Cooper

Suzanne Crerar

Geoffrey & Daphne Drury

Ed Herrington Inc

Chip & Cynthia Elitzer

Betty Farbman & Jeffrey Nathan
First Congregational Church of Sheffield
Carol Freidman

Jill Friedlander

Benno Friedman & Stephanie Blumenthal
Jane Glaser

Richard Glaser

Richard & Susan Grausman

Great Barrington Rotary

Bobbie Hallig

Jonathan Hankin & Barbara Zheutlin
Allen Harris

Jim Heeger & Daryl Messinger
Margaret Heilbrun

Andrea Howard

John & Robin Kennedy

Richard & Athena Kimball

Steven Klein & Nancy Barbe
Edward Koenig & Gail Moskowitz
Susan & Edward Kopelowitz
Lance Vermeulen Real Estate
Mary & Gregor Leinsdorf

Eleanor Lord

Louis and Lena Minkoff Foundation Inc
Callie Mack

Julie Michaels

Enid Michelman

Tom & Linda Savage

Mt. Washington Church of Christ
Jane Murdock

OCF Foundation

One Mercantile LLC

Rex Perlmeter & Rachel Hertzman
Steven & Helice Picheny

The Queenan Foundation

Mary Rogers

Lois Rose

Marc & Eileen Rosenthal

Frank & Linda Russell

Gregory & Cindy Schneider

Scott & Amy Smith

Keith Seidman

David Sheehan & Keith Garton
Judd & Susan Shoval

Arthur & Mary Ann Siskind

Carol & Irv Smokler

Janet Staley

Edward & Claire Stiepleman
David Strassler

Jane Carll Tant
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The Egremont Barn

Donald Usher & William Briggs
John & Holly Valente

The Velmans Foundation

Wards Nursery & Garden Center
Paula Wardynski

Christopher & Nanci Weaver
Bruce & Jonny Bill Wilkens
Shirley Friedman Yohalem

COMMUNITY
INVESTOR
$500 TO $999

A.C.RES.

Margaret Abbott

Susan Abramowitz

Sibylle Baier

Victoria & Jonathan Biller

George & Edward Blanco

Jane Braus

Bruce Ford Brown Memorial Trust

Beth Caldwell & Bob Volat

Frederick & Karen Clark

Sheela & James Clary

Charles & Ada Beth Cutler

Peter Dunphy

Gail Edwin

First Congregational Church of
Stockbridge/Service League

Pamela Glaser & George Nashak

Tamar Halpern & Paul Zuydhoek

Scott & Ellen Hand

Hemenway & Barnes LLP

Neil & Elizabeth Hirsch

David & Jennie Jadow

Alan & Elizabeth Jaffe

Marion & Tom Jones

Jeffrey & Claudia Keenan

Edward Keon & Patricia Kennelly

Phyllis Klein

Sara Koffman

Stephen & Elaine Mack

Richard & Judith Magenis

Jeanette Mall & Stuart Fischer

Jonathan Mayers

Geoffrey Maynard

Dan Mead & Sally Eagle

Monterey United Church Of Christ

Diane Moran

Keith & Liz Morgan

Jim Panichella

Arthur & Susan Peisner

Alan Price & Irene Goldman-Price
Bernard & Elaine Roberts

Sue Rudd

Barbara Schulman

Daniel & Michele Smith

Mark & Corey Sprague

Jeff & Katherine Steiger
Jonathan Stein & Pamela Frankel-Stein
Thursday Morning Club

Kevin Truex

Benjamin & Cornelia Webster
Mary Ann Wilner

Alice Wohl

FRIEND
$499 AND UNDER

Elise Abrams

Paul & Alexcia Adams

Harold & Denyse Adler
Marion Adler

Susan Aery

Mary Pat Akers

David & Pam Alper

Cindy Anderson

Mark Arisohn & Diane Alexander
Renato & Roberta Armas
Ronald & Sandy Ashendorf
AYCO Charitable Foundation
Michael Bandzierz & Ethel Patterson
Lynn Barbieri

Benjamin Barrett

Peter & Peggy Barrett

Devin & Samantha Barshay
Diane Barth

Kyle Bashour

Susanna & Jonathan Baum
Linda Baxter

Mary Joanne Beebe

Lisa & Christopher Beede
Elizabeth Bellows

Stanley Berger

Thomas Berkel

Phyllis Berz

BigY

Hildi Black

AJ Blake

SUMMER 2023

Sarah & Jeffrey Blaugrund
Amy & Mark Blumkin
Martha Bodine

Body & Soul Spa

Jeffrey & Lynne Bolson
Janice Bowersox

Stephanie & Carl Bradford
Jeffrey Bradley

Ted & Karen Davis

Jodi & Ed Briggs

Marcia Brolli

Fred & Barbara Bunger
Paul & Catherine Burns
Debra & James Buslik

Julie & Ethan Buyon

Jeffrey & Cynthia Caminiti
Constance M Canty Donaldson
Donald Cardiff

Beth Carlson

James Caron & Amy Richmond
Roberta Lynch Carroll
Robert Chaney

Alan & Roselle Chartock
Matthew Chester

Amy Chin

Carole Clarin

Jane Clausen

Karen Climo

Christopher Coenen & Amanda Morgan
Laurence Cohen

Mark & Barbara Cohen
Paige & Scott Cohen

Phyllis Cohen & Jeff Lazarus
Joseph & Dana Coleman
Michael & Shawn Considine
Amy Cooper & Gary Bahler
Cory & Tony Shifano

Sandra Cozzagilo

Crystal Essence

Nancy Cuddihy

Leigh Davis

Mark DeCelle

Sherry DeCelle

Nancy Donovan

Doug Schmolze Voice & Guitar
Barbara Drosnin

Laura Dubester

Mary Jane Dunlop

Nancy Duryee-Aas

Ursula Ehret-Dichter
Patricia Elsbach
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David Eppler

Lester Ettlinger & Michele Gilligan
Tad & Valerie Evans

Evoque Investments, Inc.

Julie Fagan & Michael Garrold
Brian Farrell

Virginia Fenn

Hank & Susan Ferlauto

Virginia Filkins

Phylis Fink

Finnerty & Stevens Funeral Homes, Inc

First Congregational Church
of Gt. Barrington

Patricia Flinn

Vinnie & Donna Flynn

Allan Forman

Neil Fox & Ellen Rudley

Elisa & Larry Frankel

Joyce Frater & Dan Blitzer

Tara Freeman

Goldy Fried

Esta Friedman

Toni Front

Carolyn Orr Fulton

Jasmine Gage

Julie & Peter Gale

Julie Gantcher

Jamie Gardner & Jonathan Stern

Ray Garnett

Frank Garretson

Paula Gennari

Ann Getsinger

John & Elsie Gilligan

Ora Gladstone

E Amy Glaser-D'Alton

Deborah & Alfred Goerlach

Arlene Gold

Jay & Joan Gold

Constance Goldberg

Peter & Robin Goldberg

Stephen & Judith Goodman

Kurt Goodrich & Nora Fernandez

Donna Gordon

Martin Gorman

Christopher Grace

Reverend Jill Graham

Stuart Greenberg

Susan Griffin

Laura Grunfeld

Debra Guhl

Robert Haas

Steven & Roberta Haas
Robbin Halfnight

Charles & Mary Hamilton
Amy Handelsman

Steven & Julie Hannum
Gary & Darra Happ
Alexander Harvey

Paula Hatch

Sally Haver

Stephen Haveson

Emily Hecht-McGowan
Leslye Heilig & Louis Davis
Donna Heintzen

Sally-Jane Heit

Maggie Helck & David Brigham
Hans Heuberger

Michael & Deborah Hirsch
Stuart & Susanne Hirshfield
Sarah Hitchcock-Degregori
Jane & Frank Hiza

Peter Hofman

John & Joan Hotaling
Sharon Hotchkiss
Housatonic Real Estate
Sita Howard

James & Donna Hurley
Doreen & Edwin Hutchinson
Marjorie Hutter

Keith & Kimberley Hyatt
William & Betty Dean Hydon
Alan Inglis

Lydia Irwin

Cynthia Jacobs

James Kimball Oil, Inc.
Gina James

Marion Jansen & Tom Murphy
Richard & Mary Janusz
Wendy Jennis & Douglas Mishkin
Eric Johnson

Leonard & Susan Johnson
JoLynne Jones

JRC Remodeling

Barry Karson

Eli & Marilyn Katzman

Alan Kaufman

Ken & Shari Keats

Jack Kelly & Joan Rogers
Judith & Patrick Kiely
Robin Kimbrough-Melton
Nancy King

William & Wanda Klahn
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Ellie Klein

Howard & Jodi Klein

Sam Klein

Larry & Joan Kleinman
Paul Kleinwald

Eileen Knowles
Alexander Knowlton
Gary & Rita Kobran
Cathy Kogan & Harold Schrager
Randall Koldys

Leslie & Roy Kozupsky
Richard Kraft

Kathryn Kristiansen

Ellen Krupka

Alana & Jake Kucheck
Erin Kuhn

Ron & Pat Kujawski

Carol & Stuart Kuller
Cynthia Kuppens

Selina Lamb

Lanny & Laurie Lambert
Steven Landes & Bonnie Pritzker
Alice Leason

Philip & Susan Lebowitz
Sheryl Lechner

Robert & Susan Ledlie
Harvey & Nancy Leeds
Emily Lefkowitz & Daniel Stevenson
Frann Lefkowitz

Judith Levin

Louis & Pat Levine

Toby Levine

Deborah Levinson

Karen Lewis

Linda & Robert Hebert
Ed & Fran Locke

Sherry Londe

Richard Long

Dena & Ralph Lowenbach
MacFarlane Office Products
Bob & Sue MacVeety
Dale & Phyllis Webb
Barbara Mahony

John & Cynthia Makuc
Matt & Catherine Mandel
James Marden

Mark Holmes Builder
Alice & Irving Marks
Dennis & Terry Martin
Randy & Randye Masel
John & Ada Masiero
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Bob & Judi Mate

Lawrence & Cynthia Matte
Bruce McCarter & Kim Kaufman
Elizabeth McCarthy & Brian O’Leary
Bridghe McCracken

Carol McGlinchey

R. Carey Mcintosh

Betsey McKearnan

Joseph & Brenda Menker
Esther Messing

Matthew Meyers

Brian Mikesell & John Weinstein
Jennifer & Robert Miller

Kerry Millikin

Takayo Minami & Gail Zinberg
John & Marcia Miner

Timothy & Nancy Minkler
Debra Minkoff & Silke Aisenbrey
Craig & Laurie Moffatt

Christa Montano & Tyler Wilmot
Frances Montgomery

John & Elizabeth Moritz

Selina Morris

Marsha Morton & Michael Zisser
Raymond Murray & Maria Maer
Jody Naimark

Micheal Nathan & Beth Laster-Nathan
Gail Natoli

Judith & Stuart Nevins

Andrea Newmark

Carol Noble

Jessica Oakley & David Logan
Janet O'Brien

Regine Oesch-Aiyer

The Old Mill

Bonnie Oloff

Susanna Opper

Anne Oppermann

Kathy & Tom Orlando

JW & Nancy Ostresh

Jennifer Otte & Joe Soudant
Jovanina Pagano

S&ra & Brandon Pantorno

Fay Parker & Terrence Moore
Paula MclLean Realtors

Philip Pechukas

Donald & Barbara Percy
Eleanor Peterson

Richard Petrino

Dorothy Phillips

Serge Pinto

Susan & Theodore Pitman

Kathy Plungis

Kay Poliak

Vashti Poor

Sandra Poster & John Ford
Andrew Potler & Marcia Powdermaker
Steven & Sally Pullen

The Purple Plume

Lois Quartararo

Jean Raifstanger

L. Wendell Read Federer

David Rees Jr & Rachel Roy
Michael & Mary Regan

Christopher & Mary Rembold
Harold & Sheila Richman

Richmond Congregational Church
Janet Rickus

Mary Riddell

Ann Riou

Lori Robbins & Heller & Robbins PC
Roberts & Assoc Realty

Andrea & Geoffrey Rogers

Adam & Alex Rosenberg

Suzanne Rubin

Amy Rudnick & Ben Hillman
Thomas Ruffing

Sabrina & Joseph Ruggiero

Martin & Patricia Salvadore

Jackie Salvaggio

Gene & Pat Salvi

Susan Scheftel

Phyllis & Paul Schlesinger

Jake Schnesel & Kathryn Thal
Stephen Schoenfeld & Penny Hudnut
Noah Scorelle

Hulbert Mike Scott

Dennis Sears & Rene Wood

llene Semiatin & Vincent Park

Bob & Donna Sermini

Marcie Setlow & David Scribner
Gary & Laurie Shaw

Molly Sheriff

Jack Shewczyk

Barbara & Bruce Shickmanter
Cindy Shogry-Raimer

Peter Shore & Deborah Blum-Shore
Karen Shreefter & Christopher Blair
Dave & Dawn Sibor

Roberta & Robert Silman

Bertram Silverman & Alice Harris Kessler

Dana Slater & Florence Poris
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Lisa Sloane

John & Rosemary Smart

Elwood Smith

Starbuck & Anna Smith

Carol Smoler

Gayle Snyder

John & Jerry Soechting

Marcia Lawrence Soltes

Nancy & Myron Sosnow

South Berkshire Leukemia & Lymphoma

Lawrence & Alice Spatz

Lauren Spitz

Judy Stafford

Barney Stein

Charles Steinhacker & Linda Clayton

Gail & Stanley Stern

Garth & Karen Story

Jean Strachan

Margaret Strahl

Toni Strassler

Lawrence Strauss & Francine Weinberg

Hannah Sukonick

Paul & Lenore Sundberg

Susan Silver Antiques

Aaron Thier & Sarah Trudgeon

Julia Thomas

Judith Thompson

Randolph & Sheila Thunfors

Frank & Arlene Tolopko

Tom Farley Land Design, Inc.

Tomich Landscape Design and
Construction, Inc

Nancy Torrico

Liana Toscanini

Amy Tournas-Hardt

Bruce Trager & Jill Stanton

Trinity Methodist UMC

Union for Reform Judaism

United Church Of New Marlborough

Laura & Mark Urken

Michael & Joan Ury

Jo Valens

Peter & Evelyn Vallianos

Bettina & Livingston V&ewater

Robert Veit

Mona Villarrubia

Catherine Walsh

Greg & Christine Ward

Robert & Linda Warner

Karin Watkins

Carol Way
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Ellen Weaver

Robin Weiser & Peter Bodnar
Shelley Weiss

William & Marlene Werthein
Thomas Wessel

Marjorie Wexler

Wheeler & Taylor Inc.
Elizabeth Wheeler

Mary White

Stephen White

Ellen Whittaker

Marilyn Wightman

Nancy Wilcox

Nan Wile

Joe Wilkinson & Sons Excavating
Sarah Williams

Jean Wilson

Jennifer & Chris Windram
Dennis & Judy Mareb

Paul Wing

Jeffrey & Robyn Winik

June Wink

Ali Winston

Michael Wise & Susan Pettee
Terry & Jay Wise

Kevin Wolf & Jennifer Yousem

Katherine Woodhouse & Binney Meigs

Anne Woods

Louise Yohalem
Elizabeth Youngerman
Frank Zimmerman

DONATIONS
MADE IN
HONOR OF:

Michael Alper
James Barbieri
Eliza & Margaux Barshay
Joyce Bashour
Patricia Carll
Peter Cherneff
Alice Collins
Leigh Davis

Betty Farbman
Everett Gendler
Jane Glaser
Richard Gurfein
Nicole Haber
Evan Hardcastle
Kathy Karson
Shari & Ken Keats
Howard Klein
Peter Krupka

Ella Kucheck

Marjorie & Michael Kurcias

Howard Lefenfeld
Wendy Linscott
Terry Moore

Paul Moritz

Gail Moskowitz
Geoffrey Moskowitz
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Allison Rada
Elizabeth Rosenberg
Mark Rosengren
Anne Schnesel
Deborah Ryan

Hilda Banks Shapiro
Elaine Silberstein
Richard Slutzky
Dana Stein

Barney Stein
Matthew Stein

Edith Velmans
Marilyn Wightman
Nat Yohalem

Rev. Janet Zimmerman
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Fl SCA LYEAR To every Construct supporter

and partner—thank you! You're

2024 BU DG ET bringing hope and stability to

JULY 1, 2023 - JUNE 30, 2024

hundreds of people struggling
with housing insecurity.

INCOME EXPENSES

WHERE WILL THE MONEY COME FROM? HOW WILL THE MONEY BE INVESTED?

Major Gifts 46% $830,000 Property 52% $935,273

Fees for Services 25% $453,971 Programs 25% $451,927

Government Grants 16% $293,412 Personnel 18% $318,829

General Gifts 9% $160,000 Administration/Reserve 3% $ 53,000

BUILD Campaign 4% $ 75,000 Development 2% $ 40,500

TOTAL INCOME $1,812,383 TOTAL EXPENSES $ 1,799,529
NET $ 12,854

BUILD
General Campaign Administration/ pevelopment
. 4%
Gifts Reserve 2%

9%

Personnel
18%
Government

Grants
16%

Major Gifts
46%

Programs
25%

Fees for
Services
25%

THE POWER OF DONATIONS

$8 $400 (S

Cost of shower at The average monthly
Berkshire South Regional utility bill for a two-
Community Center. bedroom unit.

$250 $500

A meal and emergency 100 gallons for fuel-the
motel stay for a family to minimum fuel companies
come in from the cold for will accept to refill a tank.
one night.

3%

$1200

The average rental assist
to keep a family who has
lost income safely housed
for another month.

$5000

The minimum for most
families to get into a new
apartment over-and-above
the cost of the rent.

Property

52%

=

%

<1




CONSTRUCT
PAVES THE WAY

CREATIVE SOLUTIONS
FOR WORKFORCE HOUSING

In the wake of COVID-19 and the subsequent shift in
the housing market, Construct has turned to a creative
and innovative housing solution for our South County
workers. Located three miles from the center of Great
Barrington, the Windflower Inn has become the
backdrop for Construct’s first-ever workforce housing
site. This co-living model provides much-needed
housing to South County essential workers through a
unique, community-based design. The 13-bedroom
main house provides fully furnished rooms with private
baths, air conditioning, laundry facilities, and shared
indoor and outdoor common spaces.

“['m putting money into savings for
thefirst time... The Windflower has

had an immense impact on my life.”

On January 1, 2023, the doors at Windflower officially
opened, and Construct welcomed its first four occupants.
Kodi Sullivan, a 31-year-old South County native, was
among the first to sign on. Working seven days a week,

Kodi holds down two jobs-as a carpenter and stonemason
on the weekdays and as a server at a Great Barrington
restaurant on the weekends. He is still working hard to pay
off substantial student loans and has had to move six times
since graduating, living in a laundry room at one point to
keep his living costs manageable. He has never had his own
apartment. Now, with a room at Windflower, he says: “This is
the first time I've been able to live completely on my own. I'm
putting money into savings for the first time in a long time.
The Windflower has had an immense impact on my life.”

Finding hope amid a crippling housing crisis can be
difficult, yet Windflower generates hope. At Construct,
we like to say, “Home is where the hope lives,” and lo
and behold, Windflower has proved us right.

Who lives there?

5 rooms for Great Barrington workers
5 rooms for households below 65% of AMI

3 rooms for workforce housing
(over 80% AMI)

2 houses for South County families
Occupants at Windflower include a farmer,

a server, an artist, a grocery store clerk, and a
senior citizen on a fixed income.

For information about WindIfower, contact Property Manager Kathy Wiggins at kwiggins@constructberkshires.org

Applications can be found on Construct’s website at: constructberkshires.org/windflower-inn-application
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BEST COMMUNITY
SERVICE ORG 2023

..'3 TWO YEARS IN A ROW!

BOARD

Elizabeth Rosenberg Michael Alper Laura Jordahl

Board President
Mark Rosengren
Vice-President
Betty Farbman
Treasurer

Hinda Bodinger
Secretary

President’s Advisory Council

Tony Chojnowski
Peter Dunphy
Jane Glaser
Jodie Gordon
Sam Handel
Wanda Houston
Josh Irwin

Barbara Manring
Christa Montano
Susan Plotz
Deborah Ryan
Anne Schnesel
Barney Stein

Suzanne Crerar, Steve Picheny, Marcie Setlow, Elaine Silberstein,

Lisa Sloane, Susie Weekes Roeder, Janet Zimmerman

FOUNDED IN 1969 construct is the leading nonprofit

provider of affordable housing and supportive services to residents in
fifteen towns across the southern Berkshires. Construct is committed to
providing affordable housing to strengthen and diversify communities,
stabilize lives, and empower individuals to build a better future.

MISSION 1w change and save lives through housing options

and a continuum of related services.

STAFF

Jane Ralph — Executive Director

June Wolfe — Housing Director

Leigh Davis — Community Engagment Director
Courtney Kimball — Program Director
Kathy Wiggins — Property Manager

Denise Rueger — Property Management Admin
Kate Coulehan — Housing Navigator

Hillary Howard — Business Manager

Jeanne Keesler — Bookkeeper

Sammye Keeling — Grants Manager

Mike Howard — Maintenance Manager

Joe Bercier — Maintenance

Rusty Coe — Maintenance

Dan Hayden — Maintenance

Construct's tax identification
number (EIN) is 23-7099108






