
Nearly every article in this newsletter reflects the spirit of 
generosity that keeps neighbors safe, sustainable at home, 
and engaged in our South County communities. 

Generosity helps build a much-needed culture of caring. 
Even if we could snap our fingers and provide all the homes 
needed at affordable costs, without generous caring, we’d 
still be missing the mark. Having a roof overhead goes a 
long way, but as we have learned through the communal 
losses of COVID-19, it is not enough to thrive. 

Construct’s mission is to change and save lives by providing 
homes and support. Most of our tenants and those who 
come to us for assistance are essential workers in our 
community. We all thrive when these neighbors and our 
south Berkshire small businesses thrive. 

THE BRICK CAMPAIGN:  
BRICK BY BRICK, BUILDING  
A STRONGER COMMUNITY.

Stable housing is the 
foundation of a successful 
life. And for Anne Schnesel, 
this is the message of 
the Brick Campaign. 
With bricks representing 
structure, strength, and 
security, Anne launched the 
Brick Campaign in honor 
of her late husband Ernie, 
whose strength of spirit 
had enriched many lives.

Starting at $25 per brick, donors can impact areas of 
housing insecurity often overlooked, such as transportation 
and childcare costs and essential hygiene items–necessities 
that, when depleted or scarce, can cause anxiety and 
compound housing insecurity.

“The Bricks represent a foundation…the foundation of a 
person as important as the foundation of a building … the 
support needed for someone to start over, regain their 
footing, and thrive.”

Construct board member, Elaine Silberstein, is a regular 
donor to the Brick Campaign, giving bricks as gifts in 
memory of loved ones. “This has been a meaningful way for 
me to express my love to others throughout the year while 
taking steps to create a stronger community.”

Brick Campaign donations can be made online, by 

phone, or by mail. Please note “BRICK CAMPAIGN” 

in correspondence and include the number of bricks 

purchased and the name(s) of those you wish to honor.

FALL 2022

GENEROSITY!

connections

THIS YEAR, THANKS TO YOUR 
GENEROSITY, CONSTRUCT HAS:

• Distributed over $80,000 in financial 
assistance to 300 households.

• Provided homes for 92 households  
across eight properties.

• Upgraded our website for improved  
access and functionality.

• Administered lotteries resulting in three 
new homeownership opportunities.

• Completed major capital repairs at all of 
our transitional and permanent properties.

• Entered into a contract to purchase a  
20-unit property in Great Barrington  
(more on this inside!)
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Construct continues to identify other abandoned 
properties throughout the southern Berkshires, with two 
more projects already underway.

Through the Attorney General’s Abandoned Housing 
Initiative Receivership Fund (AHIR), which incentivizes 
the conversion of blighted properties into affordable 
housing units, Construct was designated a court-
appointed receiver. With this appointment, Construct 
created the fi rst affordable housing unit in Becket by 
rehabilitating a long-abandoned 3-bedroom property in 
town. Situated on 2.9 acres, the property has easy access 
to many ideal amenities for a fi rst-time home buyer. With 
help from a $100,000 loan from the AHIR, Construct 
rehabilitated the blighted property and then offered it 
for sale by lottery to individuals whose income is 80% or 
less of the area’s median. A deed restriction ensures the 
home will always remain affordable.

Shasta Bona, a Great Barrington social worker, was 
the lucky lottery winner. “This has saved my family 
from homelessness. Our future looked very grim when 
we were evicted from our apartment. All apartment 
opportunities were uninhabitable, too expensive, or out 
of our daughter’s school district. We had begun looking 
into long-term stays at local motels when I learned about 
this opportunity. I still cannot believe we made it to the 
fi nish line, but we did! Thank you, Construct!” 

CONSTRUCT HELPS 
FAMILY BUY THEIR 
FIRST HOME

BUILD CAMPAIGN
UPDATE
Thanks to our generous donors, we are happy to report that 
we have met our fundraising goal for Phase One of the BUILD 
Capital Campaign! With $287,870 raised and construction 
underway, we anticipate moving staff into the new offi ces by 
year’s end. Work on Phase Two and Phase Three of the BUILD 
Campaign will begin during the winter and spring months 
with energy-saving upgrades to huddle spaces and parking, 
drainage, and landscaping improvements. 

The Construct Center for Affordable Housing comes 
at a critical time when demand for services has increased 
dramatically, hastening the need for Construct to offer 
improved meeting space to better serve, educate, and 
advocate for our clients. We are grateful to those who 
have helped move the BUILD campaign along––especially 

Neil Chrisman for his invaluable support and guidance. 
Donations to the BUILD Campaign can be mailed to 
Construct at 316 A State Road, Great Barrington, MA 01230. 
Please note BUILD in your correspondence. For general 
questions about the campaign or stock and wire transfer 
account information, please call Leigh at 413.429.4855 or 
email ldavis@constructberkshires.com. We look forward to 
welcoming you into the new Center during our late spring 
2023 groundbreaking!

FAST FACTS 

What is a lottery?

In a lottery, income-eligible applicants submit 
applications.  The lottery administrator then 
assigns a lottery code to each package, and the 
code is selected blindly at a public location. 

Why do a lottery?

In order to receive federal funding, standards 
must be followed to avoid discriminatory effects 
that may violate applicable fair housing laws. 

https://constructberkshires.org/
mailto:ldavis@constructberkshires.org
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Philip was homeless for 
5 months before being 
introduced to Construct.

With his marriage falling apart, Philip Du Guay and his 
family separated. When Philip’s wife and children moved 
in with a relative, Philip tried in vain to fi nd an affordable 
apartment so he could remain near his children. As 
a self-employed contractor, he sometimes slept in a 
warehouse or a motel when he could afford it.

As Philip’s savings dwindled, a chance encounter led 
him to Construct. Within a few weeks, Philip moved 
into a two-bedroom apartment at Construct’s Pine 
Woods apartments in Stockbridge. He shares custody 
of the children, who enjoy a nearby playground and 
easy access to the school bus stop. They love their new 
home! Philip is thankful for Construct’s help and gives 

back by shoveling snow for the apartment complex. 
The Construct team regularly checks in with Philip and 
his family to ensure they have the support they need. 

CLIENT SPOTLIGHT 

PHILIP DU GUAY

ARPA FUNDS TO HELP 

BERKSHIRE COUNTY 

FIRST-TIME HOMEBUYERS

Thanks to Massachusetts 

State Representative 

William “Smitty” Pignatelli, 

low- to moderate-income 

Berkshire residents will 

get a hand up to home 

ownership. Rep. Pignatelli 

successfully introduced 

an amendment to 

the Massachusetts American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA), 

appropriating $100,000 for a fi rst-time home buyers’ 

program. Construct will administer the funds, working with 

area mortgage brokers, to provide eligible candidates 

“fi nal mile grants” for closing expenses.

“I’m a fi rm believer that creating a path to homeownership 

is the most effective way for people to build equity,” 

said Pignatelli. “We want people to be able to live in 

the Berkshires, establish roots here, work, and raise their 

families. I hope these ARPA funds will help Construct 

continue and grow their great work in our community.”

Thanks to additional funds provided by Lee Bank 

Foundation, Construct has begun providing fi nal mile 

grants to fi rst-time homebuyers. Now the process is open 

to all who are income eligible. Construct is working with 

mortgage offi cers at Lee Bank, Greylock Federal Credit 

Union, Adams Community Bank, Pittsfi eld Cooperative 

Bank, and Berkshire Bank, who have applications for those 

who are income eligible. For more information, email Kate 

at, kcoulehan@constructberkshires.org.

https://constructberkshires.org/
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PHILANTHROPIST 

CIRCLE 
$25,000 OR MORE

Neil & Kathleen Chrisman
Josephine & Louise Crane Foundation
Laura & Eric Jordahl
Douglas & Johanna Miner
Greg & Anupama Poole
Deborah & William Ryan 

VISIONARY 
$10,000 TO $24,999

Paul & Catherine Burns
Tony Chojnowski & Joe Goodwin
Geoffrey C Hughes Foundation, Inc
Grace Church Berkshires
Greylock Federal Credit Union
Jim Heeger & Daryl Messinger
Robin & Elizabeth McGraw
Gene & Elizabeth Rosenberg
Anne Schnesel
Elaine & Ben Silberstein
Richard & Alyson Slutzky
Anonymous Supporter
Munirih & Krishna Yeshwant

CHAMPION 
$5,000 TO $9,999

Richard & Laura Allen
Sibylle Baier
Berkshire County Board of Realtors
William & Hinda Bodinger
Todd & Neely Cather
CMC Berkshires
Carol Davis & Joel Marcus
Hartford Foundation for Public Giving
Barbara & Roger Manring
Marash Family Foundation
Emily Rechnitz & John Paladino
Gregory & Cindy Schneider
Richard & Pam Stebbins

BENEFACTOR 
$2,500 TO $4,999

Allen & Company, LLC
Michael Alper & Bruce Moore
Berkshire Food Co-op
Edith Cooper
Benno Friedman & 
 Stephanie Blumenthal
Guido’s Fresh Marketplace
John Halbreich
John Horan & Diane Singer
Leo & Merle Kailas
John & Nina Lipkowitz
Robert & Mary Ann Norris
James & Anne Pinkston
RBC Foundation
Arthur & Mary Ann Siskind
Janet Staley
Thursday Morning Club
Robin Tost

LEADER 
$1000 TO $2,499

Alison & Dale Abrams
Janet & Bruce Adler
Aquatic Design
Mark & Christine Baldridge
Berkshire Pilates
Berkshire Property Agents LLC
Blackwell’s Pools & Spas
Jeffery & Julie Blake
Ben Boyd & Dennis Adamson
Don & Maggie Buchwald
Peter Cherneff & Hester Velmans
Ted Cobden
Suzanne Crerar
Geoffrey & Daphne Drury
Betty Farbman & Jeffrey Nathan
First Congregational 
 Church of Great Barrington
First Congregational Church of
 Stockbridge/Service League
Carol Freidman
Richard Glaser
Elizabeth Goodman
Great Barrington Rotary
Suzanne Green

Linda Greenhouse
Maura Griffin
Edmund Grossman
Steve & Rebecca Gullo
Bobbie Hallig
Scott & Ellen Hand
Eliza Hewat
Jane Iredale
Jewish Women’s Foundation of the 
 Jewish Federation of The Berkshires
John Kennedy
Richard & Athena Kimball
Steven Klein & Nancy Barbe
Sara Koffman
Lance Vermeulan Real Estate
Mary & Gregor Leinsdorf
Eleanor Lord
Callie Mack
Stephen & Elaine Mack
Massachusetts Association of Realtors
 Charitable Foundation
Keith & Liz Morgan
Mt. Washington Church of Christ
Jane & Channing Murdock
One Mercantile LLC
Rex Perlmeter & Rachel Hertzman
Steven & Helice Picheny
George Raymond
Mary Rogers
Lois Rose
Susan Rothschild & Don Freedman
Tom & Linda Savage
Keith Seidman
Shoval Foundation
Daniel & Michele Smith
John & Jerry Soechting
Dr Robert C & Tina Sohn Foundation
Edward & Claire Stiepleman
Stonehouse Properties
David Strassler
Donald Usher & William Briggs
Edith Velmans
Mark & Tania Walker
Ward’s Nursery & Garden Center
Paula Wardynski
Carol Way
Christopher & Nanci Weaver
Mary Ann Wilner
Shirley Friedman Yohalem
Lisa Zola & Chris Heasman

THANK YOU FOR BRINGING 
HOPE TO SO MANY THIS YEAR!
*Acknowledges donors who have given to Construct during fiscal year 2022 (July 1, 2021-June 30, 2022)
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COMMUNITY

INVESTOR 
$500 TO $999

Susan Abramowitz
Harold & Denyse Adler
Nicholas Arienti
Kyle Bashour
George & Edward Blanco
Jane Braus
Bruce Ford Brown Memorial Trust
Christ Church Episcopal & Trinity Lutheran
Community Foundation 
 of Western Massachusetts
Burton Edelstein
First Congregational Church of Sheffield
Jill Friedlander
Gallery 315 Home
Richard Greulich
Margaret Heilbrun
Ronald Herman
David & Jennie Jadow
Alan & Elizabeth Jaffe
JRC Remodeling
Debra & Abram Klein
Larry & Joan Kleinman
Richard La Rhette & Diane Moran
Laurie Gilden Lindner
Stuart & Laura Litwin
Nancy Lukitsh
Barbara Lynn & Paul Jacoby
John & Cynthia Makuc
Jeanette Mall & Stuart Fischer
Jonathan Mayers
Geoffrey Maynard
Elizabeth McCarthy & Brian O’Leary
Alice McGowan
Dan Mead & Sally Eagle
Lisa Messinger
Christa Montano & Tyler Wilmont
Monterey United Church Of Christ
Kathy Moritz
NBT Bank
Arthur & Susan Peisner
Alan Price & Irene Goldman-Price
Lori Robbins & Heller & Robbins PC
Marc & Eileen Rosenthal
Jean Schreiber
Dennis Sears & Rene Wood

Jeff & Katherine Steiger
The Boston Foundation
Kevin Truex
Michael & Joan Ury
Benjamin & Cornelia Webster
Matthew Winter & Jane Lehman

FRIEND 

$499 AND UNDER

Margaret Abbott
Elise Abrams
Lois Adams
Paul & Alexcia Adams
Marion Adler
Susan Aery
Mary Pat Akers
Allen A Stein Family Foundation, Inc
David & Pam Alper
James Andersen
Jane & John Angelini
Joanmarie Angelo
The Antiques Center
Mark Arisohn & Diane Alexander
Renato & Roberta Armas
Suzanne Arre
Beverly Asaro
Lisa Avildsen
Joseph Bachour
Pauline Banducci
Michael Bandzierz & Ethel Patterson
James & Lynn Barbieri
Diane Barth & Joel Warren
Jed Baumwell
Lisa & Christopher Beede
John & Linda Bellizzi
Amelia Berg
Lisa Berg
Stanley & Lorraine Berger
Thomas Berkel
Carol Berkowicz
Berkshire Veneer
Jacqueline Berlant
Wren Bernstein
Victoria & Jonathan Biller
AJ Blake
The Blatt Family Foundation
Sarah & Jeffrey Blaugrund
Alex Blevins
Peter & Valerie Bluhm

Amy & Mark Blumkin
Martha Bodine
Jeffrey & Lynne Bolson
Mark & Amy Bordonaro
Rick & Ellen Boshe
Stephanie & Carl Bradford
Ted & Karen Davis
Marcia Brolli
Donnaldson Brown
Judy Brown
Lewis & Michelle Brown
Gabrielle Brussel
Susan Bryan
Michael & Nancy Bullock
Jane & Larry Burke
Sara Burke
Debra & James Buslik
Jeffrey & Cynthia Caminiti
Mary Campbell
Constance M Canty Donaldson
Robert Carlson & Francis Huberman
James Caron & Amy Richmond
Eugene Carr
Joseph & Marianne Carter
David Cass
Robert Chaney
Alan & Roselle Chartock
Pamela Chassin
Anncaroline Chubb
Catherine Clark
Christopher Clark & Lara Setti
Sheela & James Clary
Elaine Cohen
Gregory Cohen
Laurence Cohen
Phyllis Cohen & Jeff Lazarus
Joseph & Dana Coleman
Linda Colvin
Jennifer Connor-Shumsky
Michael & Shawn Considine
James Conzo
Amy Cooper
Janet Cooper
Alfred Cope & Anne Garrett
Sue & John Corcoran
Judi & Gary Corr
Sandra Cozzagilo
Tom Cramer
Crystal Essence
CSprague Inc
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Jeanne Lemlin & Edward Curtin
Charles & Ada Beth Cutler
Dana Bixby Architecture
Bonnie Daniels
Churchward Davis
Leigh Davis
Margaret Bradley Davis
Michael & Emily DeBruicker
Sherry DeCelle
Depart Wine
Ronald & Sharon Dlugosz
Daniel Doern & David Cicchetti
Janet Dohoney
Domaney’s Liquors & Fine Wines
Doug Schmolze Voice & Guitar
Laura Dubester
Gail Edwin
Ursula Ehret-Dichter
Tim & Lily Ellis
Patricia Elsbach
Nicolas Emery & Giulia Laveto-Emery
Lester Ettlinger & Michele Gilligan
Tad & Valerie Evans
Julie Fagan & Michael Garrold
Donna Fenn
Theresa J Ferrara
Charles Ferris & Melissa Mishon
Virginia Filkins
David & Lea Finck
Phylis Fink
Diane & Richard Finkelstein
Mark & JoAnne Fischetti
Patricia Flinn
Vinnie & Donna Flynn
Nina Foppe & Lee Gallagher
Allan Forman
Judy Fox
Neil Fox & Ellen Rudley
Elisa & Larry Frankel
Joyce Frater & Dan Blitzer
Alexander Freedman
Tara Freeman
Jackson & Sandra French
Stephen Friedman
Toni Front
Thomas & Lesliann Furcht
Jasmine Gage
Thomas Gajewski
Julie & Peter Gale
Julie Gantcher
Jamie Gardner & Jonathan Stern

Dale Gardner-Fox
Ray Garnett
Frank Garretson
Wendy Germain
John Gibson
John & Elsie Gilligan
Pamela Glaser
Lucas William Glenn
Arlene Gold
Rebecca Gold & James Wood
Peter & Robin Goldberg
Ronald & Constance Goldberg
Russell & Katarina Goldenberg
Virginia Goldner
Joan Goodkind
I. Michael Goodman
Stephen & Judith Goodman
Martin Gorman
Christopher Grace
Shawn Green
Stuart Greenberg
Robert Haas
Steven & Roberta Haas
June Hailer
Robbin & Julia Halfnight
Charles & Mary Hamilton
Jonathan Hankin & Barbara Zheutlin
Steven & Julie Hannum
Holly Hardman
James & Deb Harris
Sally & Fred Harris
Paula Hatch
Shayna Haust
Sally Haver
Joseph & Marjorie Heacox
Emily Hecht-McGowan
Leslye Heilig & Louis Davis
Sally-Jane Heit
Hemenway & Barnes LLP
Shelli Herman
Michael & Deborah Hirsch
Neil & Elizabeth Hirsch
Stuart & Susanne Hirshfield
Jane & Frank Hiza
Barbara & Gordon Hodas
Peter Hofman
Margaret Hornick
Beverly & David Hosokawa
Sharon Hotchkiss
Sita Howard
Suzanne Hoyle

John Hull III
James & Donna Hurley
Doreen & Edwin Hutchinson
Janet Hutchinson
Keith & Kimberley Hyatt
Lauren Hyde
William Hydon
Alan Inglis
Andrea Jacobson
James Kimball Oil, Inc.
John James & Kathie Ness
Robert Jandrue
Richard & Mary Janusz
Jennifer Clark Design
Wendy Jennis & Douglas Mishkin
Leonard & Susan Johnson
Marion & Tom Jones
STORM just
Martin & Janet Kaplan
Jane Karlin
Barry & Kathryn Karson
Elizabeth & Raymond Kasevich
Eli & Marilyn Katzman
Arthur & Susan Kaufman
Jane Kavanau
Jack & Joan Kelly
Anne Kennedy
Edward Keon & Patricia Kennelly
Judith & Patrick Kiely
Robin Kimbrough-Melton
Nancy King
Pat & Dave Kinne
William & Wanda Klahn
Ellie Klein
Harvey & Phyllis Klein
Howard & Jodi Klein
Jeffrey Kochman
Edward Koenig & Gayle Moskowitz
Cathy Kogan
Ellen Krupka
Ella & Jacob Kucheck
Carol & Stuart Kuller
Tammy Kupernik
Fr. Joseph Kurnath
Patricia Labagh
Micheline Laguilhomie
Selina Lamb
Lanny & Laurie Lambert
Judith Lamet
Alice Leason
Philip & Susan Lebowitz
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Sheryl Lechner
Robert & Susan Ledlie
Harvey & Nancy Leeds
Mark Lefenfeld & Mimi Rosenblatt
Emily Lefkowitz & Daniel Stevenson
Frann Lefkowitz
Lois Lenehan & Burt Hanback
Dolores Lerman & Roz Forman
Judith Levin
Barry & Rose Levine
Lorin & Gail Levine
Louis & Pat Levine
Deborah Levinson
Karen Lewis
Martin Lizt
Saralinda Lobrose
Ed & Fran Locke
David Lockhart
Edward & Linda Lucas
Erika Ludwig
Leslie Luppino
Macro Builders
Bob & Sue MacVeety
The Magic Fluke Co.
Barbara Mahony
Mark & Mary Makuc
Mark Holmes Builder
Mary Mark
Alice & Irving Marks
Calder Martin
Judith & Sebastian Marturana
Randy & Randye Masel
Chris & Dawn Masiero
John & Ada Masiero
Alexa Englander Maso & Jacob Maso
Bob & Judi Mate
Sandra Mathews
Rodney McDaniel
Betsey McKearnan
Marguerite McRae
Joseph & Brenda Menker
Matthew Meyers
Enid Michelman
Brian Mikesell & John Weinstein
Catherine & James Miller
Kerry Millikin
Takayo Minami & Gail Zinberg
John & Marcia Miner
Timothy & Nancy Minkler
Rainsford & Judy Morehouse
John & Elizabeth Moritz

Selina Morris
William & Beth Moser
Ray Murray
Thomas & Holly Murray
Elliot & Arline Nathan
Micheal Nathan & Beth Laster-Nathan
Gail Natoli
Robert & Joanne Nussbaum
Jessica Oakley & David Logan
Janet O’Brien
Regine Oesch-Aiyer
The Old Mill
Susanna Opper
Anne Oppermann
Theodore & Dorothy Osgood
JW & Nancy Ostresh
Out of Hand
Jovanina Pagano
Sandra & Brandon Pantorno
Fay Parker & Terrence Moore
Paula McLean Realtors
Diane Pearlman & Jeffrey Diamond
Eleanor Peterson
Deborah Phillips & William Cooke
Dorothy Phillips
Maxine Phillips
Serge Pinto
Piretti Real Estate
Kathy & Charles Plungis
Georgene Poliak
Kay Poliak
Florence Poris
Sandra Poster & John Ford
Andrew Potler & Marcia Powdermaker
DeWayne A Powell
Michael & Nancy Premisler
Mark Pruhenski & Melissa Vansant
Joe & Cynthia Pulito
Steven & Sally Pullen
Carol Purcell
The Purple Plume
PV Squared Solar
John & Cheryl Raifstanger
Peter & Audrey Raifstanger
Jane Ralph & Ellen Maxon
Cris Raymond
L. Wendell Read Federer
Garfield Reed
David Rees Jr & Rachel Roy
Michael & Mary Regan
Christopher & Mary Rembold

Mark & Elisabeth Rhodes
Harold & Sheila Richman
Richmond Congregational Church
Janet Rickus
Ann Riou
Roberts & Assoc Realty
Bernard & Elaine Roberts
JoAnn Rock
Andrea & Geoffrey Rogers
Peter & Tari Roosa
Lori Rose
Adam & Alex Rosenberg
Bonnie Rosenberg
Ellen Rowntree
Joe & Anne Roy
Suzanne Rubin
Sue Rudd
Dan Ruderman
Amy Rudnick & Ben Hillman
Sabrina & Joseph Ruggiero
Martin & Patricia Salvadore
Gene & Pat Salvi
Patricia Schein
Kevin & Claudia Schmitz
Harold Schrager
Kenneth Schwartz & Marc Hacker
Martin & Jane Schwartz
Steven Schwinder & Jane Dystel
Karen & Will Seltzer
Ilene Semiatin & Vincent Park
Bob & Donna Sermini
Marcie Setlow & David Scribner
Barry & Marjorie Shapiro
Gary & Laurie Shaw
Molly Sheriff
Jack Shewczyk
Barbara & Bruce Shickmanter
Cindy Shogry-Raimer
Peter Shore & Deborah Blum-Shore
Karen Shreefter & Christopher Blair
Dave & Dawn Sibor
E. Bonnie Silvers
Richard & Kathleen Simon
Sarah Simpson
Mary Skorupa
The Small Building Company
Smith Watson & Company LLP
Ed Smith
Elwood Smith
Natalie Smith
Carol Smoler
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Barbara Snyder & Leonard Sigal
Gayle Snyder
Katie Soules
Lawrence & Alice Spatz
David & Karen Spidal
David & Aliana Spungen
Judy Stafford
Barney Stein
Jonathan Stein & Pamela Frankel-Stein
Daniel Stevenson
Stockbridge Library
Jeremy Stoepker & Tanveer Ahmed
Jean Strachan
Margaret Strahl
Toni Strassler
Risa Sudolsky
Hannah Sukonick
Susan Silver Antiques
Diana Williams Swagman Music
Synqware, Inc
Jennifer Tabakin & Robert Robertson
Eileen Taft
Andrea Tarr
Aaron Thier & Sarah Trudgeon
Michael Thomas & Jo Valens
Judith Thompson
Randolph & Sheila Thunfors
Timpane Construction
Frank & Arlene Tolopko
Tomich Landscape Design &
	 Construction, Inc
Amy Tournas-Hardt
Catherine Tower
Charles Towers
Tom Truss
Tune Street
John & Holly Valente
Peter & Evelyn Vallianos
Bettina & Livingston Vandewater
Robert Veit
Alix Von Anenmueller & David Pott
Carol Waara
Myra Waldman
Stacy Wallach
Greg & Christine Ward
Robert & Linda Warner
Ellen Weaver
Sidney & Susan Weinstein
Robin Weiser & Peter Bodnar
Marlene H Wertheim
Marjorie Wexler

Thom Whaley
Wheeler & Taylor Inc.
Lis Wheeler
Reid White
Daniel Whitehead
Ellen Whittaker
Marilyn Wightman
Nancy Wilcox
Jeffrey & Consuelo Wilkinson
Joseph & Darleen Wilkinson
Sarah Williams
Barry & Martha Williamson
Jean Wilson
Jennifer & Chris Windram
Windy Hill Farm
Paul Wing
Jeffrey & Robyn Winik
Ali Winston
Michael Wise & Susan Pettee
Terry & Jay Wise
June & Jim Wolfe
Katherine Woodhouse & Binney Meigs
Nathanial & Louise Yohalem
Elizabeth Young
Zac Culbreth Architecture
Barbara & Bruce Zahor
Grace Zbell
Carol Zelek
Frank Zimmerman
Reverend Dr Janet Whaley Zimmerman
Allison Zivin & Phillip Gall

TRIBUTES
David & Pam Alper 
Berkshire Pilates Inc
William & Hinda Bodinger 
Judy Brown
Lewis & Michelle Brown 
Eugene Carr
Phyllis Cohen & Jeff Lazarus
Virginia Filkins
Alexander Freedman
Richard Glaser
Edmund Grossman
June Hailer
Scott & Ellen Hand
Joseph & Marjorie Heacox
Jim Heeger & Daryl Messinger 
Jane & Frank Hiza

Keith & Kimberley Hyatt
Eli & Marilyn Katzman 
Harvey & Phyllis Klein
Edward Koenig & Gayle Moskowitz
Sara Koffman
Ellen Krupka
Fr. Joseph Kurnath
Harvey & Nancy Leeds
Marash Family Foundation
Chris & Dawn Masiero
Jane Ralph & Ellen Maxon
John & Elizabeth Moritz 
Kathy Moritz
Elliot & Arline Nathan 
Gail Natoli
Janet O’Brien
Out of Hand
Eleanor Peterson
Peter & Audrey Raifstanger
Michael & Mary Regan
Mary Rogers
Gene & Elizabeth Rosenberg
Ellen Rowntree
Cindy Shogry-Raimer
Patricia Schein
Anne Schnesel
Jean Schreiber
Karen Shreefter & Christopher Blair
Elaine & Ben Silberstein
Carol Smoler
Daniel Stevenson
Stockbridge Library
Jean Strachan
Margaret Strahl
Randolph & Sheila Thunfors
Robin Tost
Myra Waldman
Robin Weiser & Peter Bodnar
Munirih & Krishna Yeshwant
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Programs
29%

Property
48%

Administration/ 
Reserve

11%

Development
12%

To every Construct supporter 
and partner—thank you! You’re 
bringing hope and stability to 
hundreds of people struggling 
with housing insecurity.

FISCAL YEAR 2022:
FINANCIAL OVERVIEW
JULY 1, 2021 - JUNE 30, 2022
Income surplus includes restricted funds for the 
BUILD Campaign raised this year and not yet spent. 

INCOME 
WHERE DOES THE MONEY COME FROM? 

Major Gifts	 45%	 $522,921 
Fees for Services	 18%	 $204,726 
BUILD Campaign	 14%	 $166,195
General Gifts	 10%	 $112,402 
Government Grants	 08%	 $087,157
Events	 05%	 $057,924

TOTAL INCOME	 $1,151,325

EXPENSES
HOW WAS THE MONEY INVESTED?

Property	 48%	 $522,834
Programs	 29%	 $309,987  
Development	 12%	 $125,855 
Administration/Reserve	 11%	 $120,486 

TOTAL EXPENSES 	 $1,079,162 
NET 	 $72,163

$1000
The average rental assist 
to keep a family who has 
lost income safely housed 
for another month.

$2000
The minimum for most  
families to get into a new 
apartment over-and-above 
the cost of the rent.

$500 
100 gallons for fuel–the 
minimum fuel companies 
will accept to refill a tank.

$200
A meal and emergency 
motel stay for a family out 
in the cold for one night.

$75 
The average monthly 
utility bill for a two-
bedroom unit.

THE 
POWER
OF 
DONATIONS 

Major  
Gifts
45%

General  
Gifts
10%

Fees for Services
18%

BUILD
Campaign

14%

Government 
Grants

8%

Events 
5%



Preliminary Plans Include

1

2

3

4
5

Pre-leasing blocks of rooms to local 
businesses for key staff while keeping space 
available to rent directly to essential workers.

Offering the property’s two cottages to 
families needing affordable homes to rent 
close to jobs and schools.

Repurposing the property’s commercial 
kitchen into a culinary classroom, business 
development incubator, and commissary 
kitchen for restaurants and small producers.

Utilizing the expansive outdoor space for 
fundraising and community events.

Exploring possible hospitality management 
training partnerships with fellow nonprofi ts.

For information about giving options and naming opportunities, contact Leigh Davis, Development Director, 

413-429-6868 or ldavis@constructberkshires.org. A pro forma is available on request.

The shortage of workforce housing is crippling businesses 
in the Southern Berkshires –– from workers leaving the 
area due to the lack of housing to restaurants shutting 
down due to the lack of staff. The fabric and quality of life 
as we know it is unraveling. To address this critical issue, 
Construct has contracted to buy The Windfl ower Inn, a 
20-bedroom, 17-bath multi-building property minutes 
from downtown Great Barrington. The Inn on 10.5 acres 
presents the unique opportunity to help local businesses 
struggling to house essential staff while quickly adding 
moderate-income rental units that generate immediate 
revenue. Sources of funding include Greylock Federal 
Credit Union and Great Barrington ARPA funds.

SEEDING A 
SUSTAINABLE 
COMMUNITY

Quick Facts
ADDRESS: 684 So. Egremont Rd., Great Barrington

YEAR BUILT: 1850

PRICE: $1.425 million

ACREAGE: 10.5 acres

RENTAL UNITS: Inn: 13 Bedrooms, each w/ 
private bath • 4-bedroom, 2-bath cottage 
• 3-bedroom, 2.5-bath cottage

FEATURES: Septic • Private well • Gardens, Pond

CLOSING: Nov 2022

EXPECTED TENANCY MOVE-IN: Feb 2023

Will You Seed 
The Windflower? 
GIVING LEVELS:

TREE  $150,000+

TRUNK  $75,000+

BRANCH  $40,000+

LEAF  $20,000+

ROOT  $10,000+

All Seed Donors will be recognized during a 
special ribbon-cutting event held on the premises.

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN TO PURCHASE 
THE HISTORIC WINDFLOWER INN 
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STAFF

Jane Ralph – Executive Director

June Wolfe – Housing Director 

Leigh Davis – Development Director

Courtney Kimball – Program Manager 

Kathy Wiggins – Property Manager 

Sammye Keeling – Property Management Assistant

Mike Howard – Maintenance Manager 
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Special thanks to volunteer Lisa Beede 
for her assistance with this newsletter.

BOARD

President’s Advisory Council
David Bruno, Suzanne Crerar, Bryan House, Josh Irwin, Sara Koff man, 
Lisa Messinger, Marcie L. Setlow, Lisa Sloan, Susie Weekes, Janet Zimmerman

FOUNDED IN 1969 
Construct is the leading nonprofi t provider of affordable housing and 
supportive services to residents in fi fteen towns across the southern 
Berkshires. Construct is committed to providing affordable housing to 
strengthen and diversify communities, stabilize lives, and empower 
individuals to build a better future.

316A State Road
Great Barrington MA 01230
413.528.1985
info@constructberkshires.org
CONSTRUCTBERKSHIRES.ORG

Construct’s tax identifi cation 
number (EIN) is 23-7099108

BREAKING NEWS! 

Construct is the winning auction bidder to purchase Cassilis Farm Estate in New Marlborough! 
This 14-bedroom compound on 20+ acres will provide much-needed affordable and workforce 
housing to local residents. More details to come! 
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