
For 52 years, Construct’s mission has been simple: to 

provide affordable housing to strengthen and diversify 

communities, stabilize lives, and empower individuals 

to build a better future. Through countless Mayfests, 

WALKS, and Warm Up the Winter events, one thing has 

never changed: your support makes Construct possible. 

Thanks to you, we have been able to shoulder an additional 

workload brought on by COVID-19. Distributing over 

$200,000 in crisis rental assistance last year, the number of 

tenants and landlords we have helped has doubled. This 

support helped keep both tenants and landlords afloat 
during a difficult time.  And though we have been able to 
help over 30 families move onto homeownership, there 

remains 600 more on our housing waitlist.

Now, it’s time to roll up our sleeves and tackle the 

systemic challenges faced by people struggling to find 
affordable housing; Like Rhonda, who makes decent 

money at her South Berkshire County job but commutes 

ninety minutes to work, seven days a week. And Tom  

who lived in a car with his son because he couldn’t find  
an affordable place to rent close to his son’s school. 

We believe that housing is  
the cornerstone of a thriving  
and healthy community.

With safe and stable housing, children learn more easily; 

parents succeed at work; neighbors with disabilities are 

healthier and happier; seniors thrive, and our youth can 

remain in the Berkshires. If we could stop the “not in my 

backyard” barriers to affordable housing - the NIMBY

syndrome - and, instead, say, “YES, in our backyard,” we’d 

be on our way toward a more diverse and more inclusive 

society––and as a community, we would all benefit.

FALL 2021

DEAR FRIENDS,

connections

STEPS TOWARD SOLUTIONS

• Bring blighted properties up to code  

and sell them affordably.

• Convert vacant properties into homes.

• Build new affordable housing that is 

sustainable and to scale.

• Dispel common NIMBY myths through 

education and engagement.

• Take a holistic approach to affordable  

housing that promotes stability and 

homeownership.
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living in Department of Mental Health units, and me. 

There is also another family in the larger, four-bedroom,

whose children come out to play with their scooters 

 

after dinner. Construct partnered with Greenagers to put 

in raised garden beds for us. It is a place where we gather 

and exchange gardening tips and shoot the breeze. 

One of the men was watering his garden today, and he 

showed me his Poblano pepper and gave me  

one of his many yellow tomatoes. Best of all, he 

offered me encouragement about my garden, which 

is appreciated. After all, I am a city girl who has never 

gardened before this. 

My back patio is where I have my flowers. That’s where I 
sit for beauty, looking out on the big old maple tree and 

a beautiful old house abutting the property. I am in my 

dream home, just in miniature. I can age in place here.  

“It is as close to a cottage as I will ever get.”

Originally from upstate New York, Karen Lewis moved 

to the Berkshires to attend college in Great Barrington. 

After working for Construct for nearly twenty years, 

Karen finds herself a Construct resident residing in one of 
the two ADA-accessible housing units in Forest Springs, 

Construct’s newest housing development. 

“As a Resident Advisor (in transitional housing), it was 

my job to keep the residents and the building safe. The 

4 pm to 11 pm shift is where we built community.  We 

had family-style dinners with food donations from a local 

Railroad Street restaurant and Fairview Hospital. I also 

worked in case management, making sure residents 

had the resources they needed. We helped them set 

goals. If they did not have assistance, we would help 

them apply for income and food stamps. We also 

helped residents find and keep jobs. I became adept at 
helping fill out housing applications and also attended 
to residents’ health. Did they need help to abstain from 

substances? Did they need help to keep their counseling 

appointments or take their prescribed medications? In 

most cases, we could get people back on their feet in 

three to six months.
 

There is a feeling here of  
both quiet and privacy, but  
also friendship and respect. 
 

I liked the way Construct was a diverse organization that 

included people with disabilities on staff. And I loved 

learning from our residents about their lives and seeing 

them get their proverbial “stuff” together. It was great to 

see them out in the community, living their lives. 

After undergoing major surgery in 2018, I applied for the 

housing lottery and was fortunate to have qualified for an 
apartment at Forest Springs. The Forest Springs property 

has 11 units spread across three buildings. I live in the 

smallest building in a one-bedroom apartment. There 

are two couples, two special needs families, a Black 

family who has two very young children, two people 

MEET YOUR NEIGHBOR

KAREN LEWIS
FOREST SPRINGS RESIDENT & FORMER CONSTRUCT STAFF MEMBER
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When Kevin fi rst called 
Construct, he was living in 
a van with his two kids.

A single dad with full custody of ten-year-old twins, Kevin 

struggled to fi nd affordable housing to rent close to his 
children’s school. With no place to go, his van became 

the family’s home. Dependent on what he could earn as 

a carpenter while the twins were at school, Kevin’s world 

turned upside down when COVID hit. No longer able to 

work once the school switched to remote learning, 

Kevin’s savings dwindled, and he could no longer afford 

the down payment needed to move into an apartment.

HOW DID CONSTRUCT HELP KEVIN?

With money from our Warm Up the Winter Fund, we 

were able to place Kevin and his children in emergency 

accommodation and arranged internet access so that 

the kids could return to school. Next, we worked with 

Kevin’s employer to help facilitate a more fl exible work 
arrangement so that Kevin could return to work. Finally, 

we helped fi nd Kevin and the family suitable housing 
and used money from our successful Rental Assistance 

Program to pay the down payment so that the family 

could move in.

HOW IS KEVIN TODAY?

Residing in one of our 67 units of housing, Kevin is back 

to work, and the twins are transitioning back into their 

school. Our Construct team continues to work with Kevin 

to ensure that he has the support he needs. And with 

Kevin’s situation stabilizing, he has even offered to do 

some volunteer work for us!

* Name changed to protect our client’s identity

SUPPORTER SPOTLIGHT 

WANDA HOUSTON

For ten years, world-

renowned singer Wanda 

Houston has called the 

town of Sheffi eld home. 

After performing around 

the world and gracing 

the stages of Broadway, 

Madison Square Garden, 

and Carnegie Hall, 

she now embraces her new role as a board member of 

Construct. Performing at both Warm Up the Winter and 

WALK fundraisers since the inception, Wanda’s belief in 

Construct’s mission has been unwavering. It has recently 

become personal, too.  

“To have a roof over your 
head is so vitally important.”

“Last winter, my pipes burst in the middle of Covid. I tried 

negotiating with my landlord. It was a nightmare. Everyone 

had moved up here from the cities, so there was no place 

for me to go. I’ve been blessed to have my music open 

doors for me, but what does a person do when they don’t 

have options? I understand the struggles people have to 

fi nd affordable housing. To have a roof over your head 

is so vitally important. Construct does so much for the 

community, and I want to help however, I can.”

CLIENT SPOTLIGHT 

KEVIN
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Margaret Abbott
Susan Abramowitz
Elise Abrams
Lois Adams
Paul & Alexcia Adams
Janet & Bruce Adler
Marion Adler
Mary Pat Akers
Daniel Alden & April Burch
Richard & Laura Allen
Carol Allman-Morton
David & Pam Alper
Michael Alper & Bruce Moore
Lauren Ambrose & Sam Handel
James Andersen
Mark & Delinda Anderson
Cindy Andrews
Jane & John Angelini
Joanmarie Angelo
Julie Anidjar
Mark Arisohn & Diane Alexander
Howard & Sue Arkans
Ronald & Sandy Ashendorf
Joseph Bachour
Sibylle Baier
Mark & Christine Baldridge
Benny & Barbara Barak
James & Lynn Barbieri
Peter & Peggy Barrett
Devin & Samantha Barshay
Jeanne Bassis
Evelyn Battaglia
John Baumbach
Linda Baxter
Michelle & James Bazinet
Patricia Beacco
Gail Belmuth
Stanley & Lorraine Berger
Lita Moses & Bruce Bernstein
Ryan Bernstein
Lynn Bichler
Gary Billups
Alan S Binder
Jeffery & Julie Blake
George Blanco
Sarah Blaugrund
Pamela Bloodworth
Benno Friedman & Stephanie Blumenthal
William & Hinda Bodinger
Robin Weiser & Peter Bodnar

Robert Bogomolny & Janice Toran
Jeffrey & Lynne Bolson
Dorothy Bonbrake
Melissa Bosworth
Joyce Bourgon
Daniel Menaker & Katherine Bouton
Ben Boyd & Dennis Adamson
Joseph Bozza & Diane Wortis
Stephanie & Carl Bradford
Peggy Braun
Jane Braus
Donald Usher & William Briggs
Maggie Helck & David Brigham
Senta Brodeur
Marcia Brolli
Steve Bronstein
Sally Brooke
Joan Brotman
Melissa Brown
Jadwiga Brown
Don & Maggie Buchwald
Tobias Buckle
Jack Budnick
Daniel & Jerri Buehler
Fred & Barbara Bunger
Paul & Catherine Burns
Debbi & Jimmy Buslik
Robert Butler
Julie Buyon
Beth Caldwell
Teresa & Mark Caldwell
Erik & Claudette Callahan 
    {Mill River Bible Group}
Fanny Cardona
Silo Media
James Caron & Amy Richmond
Eugene Carr
Jesse Carter
Sharon Casdin
Alan & Roselle Chartock
Michael & Amy Chartock
Peter Cherneff & Hester Velmans
Priscilla Cobb & Daniel Cherneff
Amy Chin
Tony Chojnowski & Joe Goodwin
Neil & Kathleen Chrisman
Carole Clarin
Christopher Clark & Lara Setti
Frederick & Karen Clark
Sheela & James Clary
Jane Clausen
Bruce Cohen
Elaine Cohen
Jay & Hillary Cohen

Larry & Ronnie Cohen
Laurence Cohen
Mark & Barbara Cohen
Michael Cohen
Paige Cohen
Phyllis Cohen & Jeff Lazarus
Clemente & Lisa Cohen
Joseph & Dana Coleman
Betsy Colhoun
Rachel Coll
Harry Conklin & Ali Winston Conklin
Michael & Shawn Considine
James Conzo
Deborah Phillips & William Cooke
Edith Cooper
Janet Cooper
Barbara Coperine
Sue & John Corcoran
Judi & Gary Corr
Stephen & Sandra Cozzagilo
Stacey Crerar
Suzanne Crerar
Abigail Crine
Edward & Ann Crosson
Nancy Cuddihy
Jackson & Bonnie Cunningham
Stacie D’Aniello
Carol Davis & Joel Marcus
Churchward Davis
Hope Davis & Bob Braddick
Leigh Davis
Leslye Heilig & Louis Davis
Frederic Gordon & Katherine Dean
Jordan & Elizabeth Dean
Joyce Demarzi
Joe deMoncada
Peter & Diane Dillon
Tom Dixon
Ronald Dlugosz & Sharon Meyer Dlugosz
Daniel Doern & David Cicchetti
Janet Dohoney
Nancy Donovan
Dennis & Dianna Downing
Thomas Doyle
Jessica & Craig Drenga
Marisa Drogin Abraham
Barbara Drosnin
Geoffrey & Daphne Drury
Laura Dubester
Terri Dumont
Steven Schwinder & Jane Dystel
Burton Edelstein
Gail Edwin
Ursula Ehret-Dichter

INDIVIDUAL 

SUPPORTERS

THANK YOU FOR BRINGING 

HOPE TO SO MANY THIS YEAR!
*Acknowledges donors who have given to Construct during fiscal year 2021 (July 1, 2020-June 30, 2021)*Acknowledges donors who have given to Construct during fiscal year 2021 (July 1, 2020-June 30, 2021)
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Nathanael Ehrich
Charlotte Eichstedt
Karen Eisen
Chip & Cynthia Elitzer
Peter & Patricia Elsbach
Jean Emberlin
Lester Ettlinger & Michele Gilligan
Richard Evans
Betty Farbman & Jeffrey Nathan
Brian Farrell
Wayne Farrington
Marian Faytell
L Wendell Read Federer
Donna Fenn
Hank & Susan Ferlauto
Kurt Goodrich & Nora Fernandez
Charles Ferris & Melissa Mishon
Kevin Ferro
Jonathan & Marcia Feuer
Marc & Helene Fierman
Virginia Filkins
David Finck
Phylis Fink
Diane & Richard Finkelstein
Mark Firth
Mark & JoAnne Redding Fischetti
Judith & Richard Epstein-Fisher
Hope Fitzgerald & Jim Sexton
Jill Flemming
Patricia Flinn
Vinnie & Donna Flynn
Nina Foppe & Lee Gallagher
Allan Forman
Dolores Lerman & Roz Forman
Suzanne Fowle
Neil Fox & Ellen Rudley
Cathy Fracasse
Elisa & Larry Frankel
Pam Frankel Stein
Joyce Frater & Dan Blitzer
Michael Goodman & Lisa Frederico
Anne Fribourg
Jill Friedlander
Kenneth & Esta Friedman
Jodie Friedman
Toni Front
Thomas & Lesliann Furcht
Cia Elkin & Larry Gadd
Jasmine Gage
Julie & Peter Gale
Judith Gallagher
Julie Gantcher
Ray Garnett
Frank Garretson
Alfred Garrett

Ann Getsinger
Nancy Gilbert
Laurie Gilden Lindner
John & Elsie Gilligan
William & Maryanne Gillooly
Robert Baier & Carol Gingles
Jane Glaser
Pamela Glaser
Richard Glaser
Elizabeth Glaser-Dalton
Leon & Ruth Glazerman
Rebecca Gold & James Wood
Peter & Robin Goldberg
Ronald & Constance Goldberg
Joan Goldberg Munch
Joan Goodkind
Elizabeth Goodman
I. Michael Goodman
Jessie & Elizabeth Goodman
Sam & Susan Goodman
Stephen & Judith Goodman
Jodie Gordon
Richard & Susan Gore
Sherri Gorelick
Martin Gorman
Marc Gourevitch
Eugene & Deborah Graf
Suzanne Green
Stuart Greenberg
Ellen Greene
Brian Greenfield
Linda Greenhouse
Richard Greulich
Lori Grifa & Ed Hoffman
Kirk Groeber
Gail Grollman
Edmund Grossman
Joel & Judy Grossman
Debra Guhl
Claire & Donald Gulick
Wray Gunn & Cora Portnoff
Steven & Roberta Haas
Donald & Judith Hagberg
Robbin Halfnight
Bobbie Hallig
Tamar Halpern & Paul Zuydhoek
Charles & Mary Hamilton
Scott & Ellen Hand
Steve Handel
Ronald Hanft
Jonathan Hankin & Barbara Zheutlin
Steven & Julie Hannum
Evan Hardcastle & Sarah Hutchinson 
Hardcastle
Holly Hardman

Carol Hardy-Fanta
Allen Harris
Jen Harvey
Harold Hastings
Paula Hatch
Jim Heeger & Daryl Messinger
Jane Helmke
Ellen Herman
Ronald Herman
Christine Maxon Herro & Nick Herro
Eliza Hewat
Jeremy & Susan Higa
Jaime Higgins
Amy Rudnick & Ben Hillman
Michael & Deborah Hirsch
Neil & Elizabeth Hirsch
Stuart & Susanne Hirshfield
Jane & Frank Hiza
Barbara Hodas
Mary Hoeltzel
Peter Hofman
Lisa Holmes
Margaret Hornick
Stuart Horowitz
John & Joan Hotaling
Sharon Hotchkiss
Gail & Robert Hufjay
Beth Hull
James & Donna Hurley
Doreen & Edwin Hutchinson
Celeste Hyams
Keith & Kimberley Hyatt
Dennis Iodice
Lydia Irwin
Virginia Jackson-Howden
Jane Jacobs
Andrea Jacobson
Barbara Lynn & Paul Jacoby
David & Jennie Jadow
Alan & Elizabeth Jaffe
Robert Landrue
Marion Jansen & Tom Murphy
Richard & Mary Janusz
Jamshid & Joyce Javid
JD Jerolmon
Dave Hall & Joe Romano
Leonard & Susan Johnson
Marion Rosenfeld Jones & Tom Jones
Laura & Eric  Jordahl
Randi & Tom Jordan
Richard & Janice Kabel
Gloria & Mike Kadish
Rebecca Kalb
Anne Hutchinson & Eugene Kalish
Barry & Kathryn Karson
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Elizabeth & Raymond Kasevich
Heidi Katz
David Katzenstein
Eli & Marilyn Katzman
Alan Kaufman
Jane Kavanau
Ken & Shari Keats
Barbara & James Keegan
Jeffrey & Claudia Keenan
Elisa Kellerhouse
Robi Kellerman
Jack & Joan Kelly
John Kennedy
Adam Kerzner
Rose Khalsa
Richard & Athena Kimball
Robin Kimbrough-Melton
Nancy King
Pat & Dave Kinne
Vicki & Nathan Kinney
William & Wanda Klahn
Debra Klein
Howard & Jodi Klein
Robert Klein
Steven Klein & Nancy Barbe
Harvey & Phyllis Klein
Michael Klein
Larry & Joan Kleinman
Paul Kleinwald
Eileen Knowles
Gary & Rita Kobran
Ed Koenig
Sara Koffman
Cathy Kogan
Frances Kollman
Sheila Koneazny
Leslie & Roy Kozupsky
Andrea Krest
Andrew Krouss
Ellen Krupka
Carol & Stuart Kuller
Pamala Kurtzer
Noah Kushlefsky & Stacey Paradise
Lieana Kutler
Micheline Laguilhomie
Benjamin Lamb
James Lamme & Wendy Linscott
Steven Landes
Kathleen Larkin
Diane Nerwen & Stuart Lawrence
Marcia Lawrence Soltes
David & Judi Lazan
Charles Leach
Alice Leason
Karen LeBlanc
Sheryl Lechner
Adele Lee
Christopher & Adele Lee
Michael Lee & Lori Bashour
Howard Lefenfeld
Mark Lefenfeld & Mimi Rosenblatt

Frann Lefkowitz
Jake Schnesel & Emily Lefkowitz
Daniel & Lisa Lehmann
Mary & Gregor Leinsdorf
Charles Lemmen
Judith Levenfeld
Howard & Judith Levin
Barry & Rose Levine
Toby Levine
Laurie & David Levine
Lori Levinson
Richard & Patricia Levy
Barbara Liebert
Amy Lindner-Lesser
John & Nina Lipkowitz
Linda Lis
Martin Lizt
Ed & Fran Locke
Ranakdevi & John Londoner
Richard Long
Eleanor Lord
Erika Ludwig
Leslie Luppino
Paula Lustbader
Jennifer Lynch
Eugene Lyon
Callie Mack
Stephen & Elaine Mack
Bob & Sue MacVeety
Richard & Judith Magenis
Erica Spizz & Jeanette Maguire
Barbara Mahony
Gabriella Makuc
John & Cynthia Makuc
Jeanette Mall & Stuart Fischer
Matt & Catherine Mandel
Marc Manoli
Barbara & Roger Manring
Alan & Judith Marash
John & Ada Masiero
Dawn Massini
Sandra Mathews
Lawrence & Cynthia Matte
Beth Maturevich
Jane Ralph & Ellen Maxon
Chester & Kathryn Mayer
Sandra Mayer
Geoffrey Maynard
Michele McAuley
Bruce McCarter & Kim Kaufman
Elizabeth McCarthy & Brian O’Leary
Rodney McDaniel
Carol McGlinchey
George McGurn
James Pinkston & Anne Mcinerny Pinkston
R Carey McIntosh
Betsey McKearnan
Erin McNamara
Marguerite McRae
Joseph & Brenda Menker
James Mercer
Robert Mercurio & Joe Kolodziej
Mary Elizabeth Merritt
Lisa Messinger

Julie Michaels
Enid Michelman
Ann Migliaccio
Brian Mikesell
Don Mikkelsen
Jennifer & Robert Miller
Kerry Millikin
Takayo Minami & Gail Zinberg
John & Marcia Miner
Timothy & Nancy Minkler
Debra Minkoff
Martin Mitsoff
Craig & Laurie Moffatt
Meghan Monahan
Christa Montano
Juliet Moore
Richard La Rhette & Diane Moran
Christopher Coenen & Amanda Morgan
Keith & Liz Morgan
Alan & Toby Morganstein
John & Elizabeth Moritz
Kathy Moritz
Selina Morris
Tom Morrison
Marsha Morton & Michael Zisser
William & Beth Moser
Gail Moskowitz
Shirley Mueller
Terry Mullen
Jane & Channing Murdock
Barbara Matteson Myers
Ulrike Nagel
Elliot & Arline Nathan
Gail Natoli
Seymour Simon & Liz Nealon
Jane & Jeff Nestel-Patt
Judith & Stuart Nevins
Andrea Newmark
Samuel & Anthia Nickerson
Robert & Linda Noonan
Robert & Mary Ann Norris
Robert & Joanne Nussbaum
Anne O’Dwyer
Dennis O’Rourke
Laura O’Shaughnessy
Amy O’Hara
Regine Oesch-Aiyer
Bonnie Oloff
Mary Close Oppenheimer
Anne Oppermann
Kathy Orlando
Wes & Vivian Orlowski
Theodore & Dorothy Osgood
Jovanina Pagano
Martha Page
Tori Pajeski
Sandra & Brandon Pantorno
Fay Parker & Terrence Moore
Dan Parnell
Carol Parrish & Paul Clark
Michael Bandzierz & Ethel Patterson
Diane Pearlman & Jeffrey Diamond
Philip Pechukas
Danielle & Andrew Pedretti
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Danny & Constance Peelman
Arthur & Susan Peisner
Donald & Barbara Percy
Claudia Perles
Pam Pescosolido
Joan Peters
Eleanor Peterson
Erik Peterson
Richard Petrino
Dorothy Phillips
Maxine Phillips
Emily Piacquadio
Kristin & Jon Piasecki
Steven & Helice Picheny
Serge Pinto
Mary Jo  Piretti Miller
Holly Pointdexter
Georgene Poliak
Vashti Poor
Dana Slater & Florence Poris
Sandra Poster & John Ford
Andrew Potler & Marcia Powdermaker
David Pott
Joe & Cynthia Pulito
Steven & Sally Pullen
Carol Purcell
Leslie & David Puth
Mary Rae
Jean Raifstanger
Christine Rasmussen
Cris Raymond
George Raymond
Emily Rechnitz & John Paladino
Michael & Mary Regan
Judith Reinauer
Elaine Retholtz
Michael Richard
Harold & Sheila Richman
Janet Rickus
Mary Riddell
Ann Riou
Janice & Douglas Robbins
Bernard & Elaine Roberts
JoAnn Rock
Herb Rod
Susie &  Don Roeder
Joan Rogers
Shelley & Martin Rolf
Marion Rose
Michael & Barbara Rosenbaum
Adam Rosenberg
Bonnie Rosenberg
Gene & Elizabeth Rosenberg
Lisa Rosenberg
Mark Rosengren & Caren Mercer

Marc Rosenthal
Barbara Roth
Susan Rothschild & Don Freedman
Ellen Rowntree
Ken Rubenstein
Sue Rudd
Sabrina & Joseph Ruggiero
Frank & Linda Russell
Joan Russo
Deborah & William Ryan
Jane Ryan
Lin Saberski
Martin & Patricia Salvadore
Gene & Pat Salvi
Patricia Santos
Michelle Sargis
Suzanne Sawyer
Gary & Arlene Schiff
Phyllis & Paul Schlesinger
Kevin & Claudia Schmitz
Anne Schnesel
Stephen Schoenfeld & Penny Hudnut
Harold Schrager
Rebecca Schreiber
Steve & Deborah Schrier
Jill Schwartz
Martin & Jane Schwartz
J. Michael Sconyers
Hulbert Mike Scott
Marcie Setlow & David Scribner
Dennis Sears & Rene Wood
Ruth Seidler & Joshua Lipton
Keith Seidman
Ilene Semiatin & Vincent Park
Bob & Donna Sermini
John Severin
Michael Seward & Jan Stefanacci Seward
Susanna & Tom Sharpe
Gary & Laurie Shaw
David Sheehan & Keith Garton
Kathleen Shelby
Molly Sheriff
Joanne Sheron
Jack Shewczyk
Karen Shreefter & Christopher Blair
Ilana & Lindsey Siegal
Elaine & Ben Silberstein
Jennifer Silberstein
Bertram Silverman & Alice Harris Kessler
E. Bonnie Silvers
Michael Simon
Arthur & Mary Ann Siskind
Linda Skipper
Lisa Sloane
Richard Slutzky

Audrey Sussman & Mitchell Smilowitz
Eric & Sandy Smith
Mandi Smith
Starbuck & Anna Smith
Carol & Irv Smokler
Carol Smoler
Lisa Smyle
Barbara Snyder & Leonard Sigal
Gayle Snyder
Michal Snyder
Melissa Sohn
Sanela Solak
Frank Sommerfield
Nancy & Myron Sosnow
Katie Soules
Peter & Kelly Soules
Kristen Sparhawk
Lawrence & Alice Spatz
JoAnn Spaulding
Carol Spero
David & Karen Spidal
David Spirakis
Mark & Corey Sprague
David & Aliana Spungen
Judy Stafford
Janet Staley
Marilyn Stamberg
Rod Stanbrook
Zara Steadman
Barney Stein
Ronald & Marion Stein
Jamie Gardner & Jonathan Stern
Jeffrey & Tamara Stevens
Daniel Stevenson
Edward & Claire Stiepleman
Seth & Helen Stockwell
Jeremy Stoepker
Caleb Stone
Garth & Karen Story
Jean Strachan
Margaret Strahl
Lawrence  Strauss &  Francine Weinberg
Andy Stuckey
Hannah Sukonick
Paul & Lenore Sundberg
Anonymous
Rose Tannenbaum
Rachel Tantri
Rev Bruce Teague
Lori Thaler-Cohen
Judith Thompson
Jane Tillman
Amy Tobin
Jack & Susan Tolin
Franklin & Arlene Tolopko
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Nancy Torrico
Liana Toscanini
Robin Tost
Amy Tournas-Hardt
Richard Tovell
Laird Townsend
Bruce Trager & Jill Stanton
Madelyn Tremblay
Philip Trudeau
Kevin Truex
Tom Truss
Christopher Tucci
Ellen Tyler
Laura & Mark Urken
Henry Utter
John & Holly Valente
Bettina & Livingston Vanderwater
Robert Veit
Shelley Veronesi
Kelley Vickery
Jana Vilner
Abbie Von Schlegell
Myra Waldman
Lynn Walker
Mark & Tania Walker
Jane Walsh & Kraig Petersen
Tim Walsh
Harriet Walters
Paula Wardynski
Robert & Linda Warner
Diane Barth &  Joel Warren
James Warwick
Karin Watkins
Christopher & Nanci Weaver
Ellen  Weaver
Nataila Karpacheva & Terry Webb
Benjamin & Cornelia Webster
Susie & Don Roeder
Susan Weinberg
Sara Weinberger
Linda Weiner
Sidney & Susan Weinstein
Jay & Susan Weintraub
Shelley Weiss
Jed Wexler
Marjorie Wexler
John Whalan & Katie Gleason
Lis Wheeler
David Whitehead
Marilyn Wightman
Nancy Wilcox
Nan Wile
Joseph & Darleen Wilkinson
Judith Wilkinson & Lionel Delevingne
Jeff Wilkinson
Sarah Williams
Stephen Willig
Mary Ann Wilner
Jennifer & Chris Windram
Jeffrey & Robyn Winik
Michael Wise & Susan Pettee

Terry & Jay Wise
Mary Witt
Susan Witt
June & Jim Wolfe
Rebecca Wolin
Katherine Woodhouse & Binney Meigs
Shirley Friedman Yohalem
David Young
Elizabeth Young
Tom & Susan Young
Adam Zax
Robin Zeamer
Deborah Zecher
Frank Zimmerman
Rev Dr Janet Whaley  Zimmerman 

TRIBUTE GIFTS

Harvey & Phyllis Klein  
in honor of Alice Collins
Daniel Stevenson  
in honor of Anne & Ernie Schnesel
Steven & Helice Picheny  
in honor of Anne Schnesel
Edmund Grossman  
in honor of Anne Schnesel
Betty Farbman & Jeffrey Nathan  
in memory of Arleen Seidman
David Finck  
in memory of Arleen Seidman
Martin & Jane Schwartz  
in memory of Arleen Seidman
Michael Alper & Bruce Moore  
in memory of Arleen Seidman
Howard Lefenfeld  
in memory of Arleen Seidman
Gene & Elizabeth Rosenberg  
in memory of Arleen Seidman
Anne Schnesel  
in memory of Arleen Seidman
Elaine & Ben Silberstein  
in memory of Arleen Seidman
David Whitehead  
in memory of Arleen Seidman
Dan, Marcia & Remi Parnell  
in memory of Arleen Seidman
Rebecca Kalb  
in memory of Arleen Seidman  
& Rob Nathan
Suzanne Crerar  
in honor of Ashley Miller  
& Maggie Fogelson-Gordon
Barbara Roth  
in honor of Barbara Capocefalo
Alfred Garrett  
in honor of Bobbie Hallig
Terry Mullen  
in honor of Cadmus Lifesharing Homes in 
the Berkshires
Gene & Elizabeth Rosenberg  
in memory of Deb Koffman
Elaine & Ben Silberstein  
in memory of Deb Koffman
Jack & Joan Kelly  

in memory of Deb Koffman
Michael Alper & Bruce Moore  
in memory of Deb Koffman
Anne Schnesel  
in memory of Deb Koffman
Carol McGlinchey  
in honor of Deborah & Bill Ryan
Fanny Cardona  
in honor of Edilma Orozco
Elizabeth & Eugene Rosenberg  
in memory of Elaine Silberstein’s Mother 
Harriet Greene
Debra & James Buslik  
in honor of Elizabeth Rosenberg
Neil & Elizabeth Hirsch  
in honor of Elizabeth Rosenberg
Ronald Hanft  
in honor of Elizabeth Young
Jodi & Howard Klein  
in honor of Ernest Schnesel
Stephen & Elaine Mack  
in honor of Ernie Schnesel
Richard & Betsy Shuster  
in honor of Evan Hardcastle
Phyllis Cohen & Jeff Lazarus  
in honor of Helene Fuchs Mother
Eleanor Peterson  
in honor of Hilda Banks Shapiro
Suzanne Crerar  
in honor of Ilana Rossein  
& Rukshida David
Richard Glaser  
in honor of Jane Glaser
Elizabeth Glaser-Dalton  
in honor of Jane Glaser
Myra Waldman  
in honor of Jane Glaser
Carol & Irv Smokler  
in honor of Jane Glaser
Marian Faytell  
in honor of Jane Glaser  
& Elaine Silberstein
Joan & Larry Kleinman  
in honor of Joel Grossman’s 80th 
Margaret Strahl  
in honor of John & Marilyn Wightman
Eileen Knowles  
in honor of June & Jim Wolfe
Maggie Helck  
in honor of Katie
Elaine & Ben Silberstein  
in honor of Mark & Karen Rosengren
David & Pam Alper  
in honor of Michael Alper
Stonehouse Properties 
in honor of Michael Alper  
& Bruce Moore
Paula Hatch  
in honor of Mika & Jeremy
Sara Weinberger  
in honor of Mordi Kamel
Rachel Tantri  
in honor of Moreh Avi,  
MorJeh Dave, Moreh Rob
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Berkshire ACRES  
in honor of Natalya Price  
& Dennis Antippas
Adam Zax  
in gratitude for Nick Arienti
Barbara & James Keegan  
in memory of Paul Moritz Jr
Jeffrey & Claudia Keenan  
in honor of Peter Cherneff
Jamshid & Joyce Javid  
in honor of Peter Elsbach
John Whalan  
in honor of Phil McTigue
Barbara Zheutlin & Jonathan Hankin  
in honor of Richard Slutzky’s Birthday
David & Pam Alper  
in honor of Robert Green
Ellen Rudley  
in honor of Steve Hoffman
Marian Faytell  
in honor of Susan Abramowitz 
Sheila & Randy Thunfors  
in honor of Suzanne Crerar  
& David Haust
Robert & Joanne Nussbaum  
in honor of The Nussbaum Family

BUSINESS 
SUPPORTERS

Aquatic Design 
Berkshire ACRES    
Berkshire Food Co-op    
Berkshire Veneer     
Berkshire Welco LLC / The Pass   
Big Y      
Blackwell’s Pools & Spas
Body & Soul Spa    
Braza Bra     
Cabinetworks     
Chambery Inn
Country Village Association of Copper 
Beech Lane
Crystal Essence
Dana Bixby Architecture  
Domaney’s Liquors & Fine Wines  
East Mountain Retreat Center   
Fairground Real Estate    
Fairview Virtual Race 2020   
Finnerty & Stevens Funeral Homes, Inc 
Gallery 315 Home    
Great River Construction    
Greylock Federal Credit Union   
Guardian Life Insurance Company
    of America    
Guido’s Fresh Marketplace   
Helia Land Design    
Heller & Robbins PC    
Hellman, Shearn & Arienti   
Herrington’s     

James Kimball Oil, Inc.    
Jennifer Clark Design    
Jess Cooney Interiors    
John B. Hull     
JRC Remodeling
KWS Associates
Lance Vermeulen    
Laura Grunfeld - 
    Everyone’s Invited 
Lee Bank   
Lou Boxer Builder    
MacFarlane Office Products   
Mark Holmes Builder    
Mighty Cause     
Monograms of Distinction
MRO Technology    
One Mercantile LLC    
Onyx Specialty Papers Inc
Paula McLean Realtors
Piretti Real Estate
Race Mountain Tree Service
RBC Wealth Management
Roberts & Assoc Realty
Schwab Charitable    
Stonehouse Properties    
Susan Silver Antiques    
The Antiques Center    
The Floor Store     
The Magic Fluke Co.    
Timpane Construction    
TisBest Philanthropy
Tomich Landscape Design 
    & Construction, Inc    
Torrico Electric     
Turkey Trot Road Races    
Viridissima     
Wards Nursery     
Wheeler & Taylor Inc.    
White Engineering    
Windy Hill Farm

FOUNDATIONS & 
MUNICIPALITIES

Benevity Community Impact Fund  
Berkshire Taconic Community 
Foundation  
Blackbaud Giving Fund  
Bruce Ford Brown Memorial Trust  
Chester M Kalm Trust  
Christ Church Episcopal 
    & Trinity Lutheran   
Estate of Herbert Littlejohn 
    & Paul Dufour  
First Congregational Church of 
    Great Barrington  
First Congregational Church of
    Sheffield, Old Parish Church
First Congregational Church of
    Stockbridge/Service League
Geoffrey C. Hughes 
    Foundation, Inc  
Great Barrington Rotary  

Hartford Foundation for 
    Public Giving  
Hevreh of South Berkshire  
Jewish Communal Fund  
Jewish Women’s Foundation of the
    Jewish Federation of the Berkshires
Louis & Lena Minkoff 
    Foundation Inc  
Monterey United Church of Christ  
Mt. Washington Church of Christ  
Network For Good  
Our Lady of The Valley  
Richmond Congregational Church  
RSF Social Finance  
The Blatt Family Foundation  
The Donald C McGraw Foundation  
The Greater Barrington 
    Foundation, Inc.  
The Jane & Jack Fitzpatrick Trust  
The Velmans Foundation  
Thursday Morning Club  
Vanguard Charitable

GOOD
SAMARITAN FUND

Mill River Bible Group
Sarah Williams
Lesliann Furcht
Julie & Steven Hannum
Alice Leason
First Congregational 
    Church of Sheffield
Thomas & Susan Young
Marcia Brolli

DONORS, CONT.

Please let  
us know  

if any errors or 

omissions. Thank 

you also to those 

generous donors 

who gave between 

July 1 AND October 

1 - you’ll be on our 

list next time!

FALL 2021 CONSTRUCTINC.ORG

https://constructinc.org/


To every Construct supporter 
and partner—thank you! You’re 
bringing hope and stability to 
hundreds of people struggling 
with housing insecurity.

Individual 
Donors

47%

Private 
Foundations

11%

Property/ 
Services

22%

Gov’t
Grants
20%

Programs
56%

Property
38%

Fundraising
2%Administration

4%

FISCAL YEAR 2021:
FINANCIAL OVERVIEW
JULY 1, 2020 - JUNE 30, 2021
In 2021, support for Construct grew, with a record- 
high 857 individual donors contributing. This year,  
our focus is to jump-start funding on a new home for 
Construct - now under construction!

INCOME 
WHERE DOES THE MONEY COME FROM? 

Individual Donors	 47%	 $468,097 
Property/Services	 22%	 $226,787 
Government Grants	 20%	 $199,480
Private Foundations	 11%	 $110,000 

TOTAL INCOME	 $1,004,364

EXPENSES
HOW WAS THE MONEY INVESTED?

Programs	 56%	 $627,455  
Property	 38%	 $426,806
Administration	 4%	 $40,548 
Fundraising	 2%	 $21,866 

TOTAL EXPENSES                              $1,116,675

$750
The average rental assist 
to keep a family who has lost 
income due to COVID-19 safely 
housed for another month.

$1500
The minimum for most  
families to get into a new 
apartment over-and-above the 
cost of the rent.

$525
24/7 phone support for a 
week to those in need of 
housing assistance.

$250 
100 gallons for fuel–the 
minimum fuel companies 
will accept to refill a tank.

$100
A meal and emergency 
motel stay for a family out 
in the cold for one night.

THE 
POWER
OF 
DONATIONS 



5 Reasons to 
Leave a Legacy Gift

1
2
3
4
5

A legacy gift provides an opportunity for a supporter 

to make a gift in the future. By naming Construct as 

a beneficiary on a bank or investment account, you 

have initiated a legacy gift that will benefit struggling 

families in the southern Berkshires for years to come.

If you would like to make a gift or have questions 

about how to create a lasting legacy for Construct, 

please contact Jane Ralph, Executive Director, at 

jralph@constructberkshire.org or call 413-429-4381.

Provides substantial tax advantages before 

or after your passing.

Allows you to collect fixed or interest-based 

income during your lifetime.

Allows you to memorialize or honor a loved 

one.

Ensures that your heirs receive an inheritance 

while reducing their estate tax burden.

Enables you to make your most significant 

contribution.

PLEASE MAKE A DONATION TODAY. To make a donation to the BUILD Campaign  
or General Fund, use the enclosed envelope to mail your check, make your gift online at CONSTRUCTinc.org, or  
call us at 413.429.4855 and make your gift by phone.

To meet the increased need for services, Construct is 

launching a capital campaign to expand and relocate 

its main offices. The new space will serve as the hub for 
affordable housing in the South Berkshires and beyond. 

We have raised $165,000 of our $225,000 goal, and now 

we are inviting public support to complete our campaign. 

Please join us in building The Construct Center for 

Affordable Housing with a gift at any level.

BUILDING 
CONSTRUCT’S 
FUTURE

Quick Facts
Property: 2,823 sq. ft, repurposed building on 

1-acre site adjacent to Forest Springs Apartments

Build Out Cost: $225,000 

Estimated Move-In: Spring 2023

Features
• New meeting space for expanded community 

outreach and educational programming. With 

video conferencing and interactive whiteboard. 

Accommodates small groups up to 25.

• Single-story design. Full ADA compliance.

• Administrative offices & counseling rooms (7) 
featuring a dedicated co-working/huddle area.

• New shaded outdoor gathering area. 

• 20-space parking lot with van-accessible parking.

BUILD CAMPAIGN FOR THE CONSTRUCT 
CENTER FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

https://constructinc.org/


Elizabeth Rosenberg 
Board President 

Rabbi Neil Hirsch 
Vice-President

Keith Seidman
Treasurer

Elaine Silberstein
Secretary 

Michael Alper 
Stacey Billups
Hinda Bodinger
Robert Bogomolny 
Peter Cherneff 
Tony Chojnowski    
Betty Farbman
Jane Glaser
Wanda L. Houston 

Laura Jordahl 
Barbara Manring
Christa Montano
Mark Rosengren
Deborah Ryan 
Anne Schnesel 
Richard Slutzky
Barney Stein

STAFF
Jane Ralph – Executive Director
June Wolfe – Housing Director 
Leigh Davis – Development Director
Courtney Kimball – Program Manager 
Kathy Wiggins – Property Manager 
David Lynch – Maintenance 
Mike Howard – Maintenance 
Sandra Sermini-Curtiss – Housing Navigator 
Kasey Arnold – After Hours Staff  / Housekeeping 
Hillary Howard – Offi  ce Administrator
Jeanne Keesler – Bookkeeper  

BOARD

FOUNDED IN 1969 
Construct is the leading nonprofi t provider of affordable 
housing and supportive services to residents in fi fteen towns 
across the southern Berkshires. Construct is committed to providing 
affordable housing to strengthen and diversify communities, 
stabilize lives, and empower individuals to build a better future.

Construct’s tax identifi cation number (EIN) is 23-7099108

316A State Road
Great Barrington MA 01230
413.528.1985
info@constructberkshire.org

CONSTRUCTINC.ORG

SAVE THE DATE!

WARM UP THE WINTER 

Hosted by Wanda Houston

S A T U R D A Y

F E B R U A R Y  5 ,  2 0 2 2

This will be a virtual event.


